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THERE IS A DEVIL 
The year was 1977. In an out-door, evening meeting, 1 had preached on "The wiles of the devil." t spoke many things about the devil, and some fellows might have thought 1 was quarrelling with the devil. Nevertheless, there was something I didn't know that night. I didn't know that certain "young guys" around laughed me to derision. What was it that amused them? Well, you may not believe it but 1 've got to tell you any way.;

There were four young men, fair and neat in appearance. They had been all around as I preached. But now my preaching was over. My "altar-call" had been made for convicted hearers to come forward fur counselling. Our counsellors had moved into the crowd to do their work.
Then I was moving apart from the crowd to fan myself a bit because 1 was sweating. Some yards away from the crowd, four young men between the ages of 21 and 25 met me.
One of them - perhaps their spokesman, opened up: "Good evening preacher". "Good evening, friend; God bless you," 1 replied. Then hastily and quickly he continued.

Please dear preacher, excuse me. You see, 1 am Mr. Christian Balogun, a third-year Agric student. University of lbadan. The three young men you see with me are my fellow students in the same university. We are all Christians, reared in
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Christian homes. You see, we admired your religious address tonight except that your shouting was both mechanical and fanatical, and your emphasis on the so-called 'devil' was provocative and mesmerizing. In fact, you almost personified tne devil idea. As university students also studying Religion, we know our advice here will help you to avoid this unfortunate error in future.We mean that there is no creature anywhere called 'devil'. 'Devil or 'Satan' is simply an idea or principle and not a living creature or personality. Devil is what anyone makes it. Therefore, you would do well to correct the devil notion'. Thank you.
I couldn't believe my ears, dear reader. First, 1 was struck dumb by such a magnitude of spiritual delusion enwrapping such youths so handsome. Then I stared into the eyes of those potential elite, my eyes beaming with vibrant flames at such a degree of ignorance in the garb of philosophical sophistication.

In reply. I had this to say: "Thank you my good friends. (Now addressing their 'spokesman', I continued). You see, Mr. Christian Balogun, you have exhibited an apparent contradiction when you earlier said that your name is 'Christian' and that you are 'a Christian,' and at the same time and place, denied the personality of the devil. It's impossible to be a Christian without knowing that there is a devil. This is so because every Christian is a soldier of Christ, and every soldier of Christ is fighting against an enemy, and that enemy is the devil. Above all, God's infallible Word teaches us that there is a diabolical, spiritual personality called the devil. He lives, thinks, moves about, acts and hears like any other personality in our world".

"Moreover, most Traditional Religions directly or indirectly admit to a great extent, that such a personality as the devil does certainly exist. So then, your new philosophy of 'no devil' or at least, 'an idea devil,' is at its best worse than outright paganism."Then, the four young men went away soliloquizing.

It's nevertheless true that those four youths represent a great number of people who hardly believe in a personal devil. And the brainwashing influence of modern philosophies can hardly escape the attribution of this unfortunate plight.
Somebody who says there is no devil is just like a person who says there is no God. The Bible calls both of them "fools" (Ps. 14:1; 53:1). And who can stand the folly of a fool?

At any rate, we ought now to consider the very burden of this chapter, namely:


To avoid all rambling, I want to go straight to the answer. There is a devil! This answer is not a matter of 'another philosophy.' In fact, the human belief in a personal devil is as old as that Temptation which led to the Fall of man.
The person who held a dialogue with Eve and finally persuaded her to eat that forbidden fruit was not ''an idea,' 'a theory1' or 'a principle' but a very subtle personage.
I do not expect to go at great length to prove there is a devil. Since many pagans already know there is a devil, I do not consider it an achievement to try to prove it, except for the present necessity.


In chapter three of this book, we'll get into the case of the devil's origin. So here, we will simply produce biblical proofs that there is a personal devil. Get this right first: the devil is not 'an idea,' an 'abstract power,' 'a principle,' or 'disease germs.' On the contrary, he is a real person with intellect, will and emotion.

People who believe there is no devil have no single verse of Scripture backing them. But we believe that there is a devil, having dozens of Scriptures which throw abundant light on the subject.
Because the devil is real, he appeared and held a protracted dialogue with Eve in the impersonation of a "serpent," (Gen. 3:1-5).
The devil's practical interactions with people proves that he is a real, spiritual personage (Ps. 109:6; 1 Chron. 21:1; Job 1:6-12;2:l-8;Zech. 3:1-2).
I mean that practical experience proves there is a devil. Our hospitals say there is a devil. Our prisons, police barracks, remand homes, orphanages, leper colonies, and indeed, every where man exists testify that there is a devil.

The finger-prints of his demons are seen quite clearly on the faces of their victims If there were no devil, who then is wrecking our world? Who is shaking this whole earth?
The Bible presents the devil as a "person" with personal characteristics ( 1 Peter 5:8-9; Rev. 12:7-12; Matt. 4:1-11). He is personal enough as to engage Jesus in a combat in which both used " the sword of the Spirit," except that the devil handles it upside down. He is a heretic: he is a liar!

There is a Devil
Jesus fought with the devil as with a real person (Acts 10:38; Lk. 13:16; I John.3:8). That the devil is real is plainly taught by Jesus' Christ Himself (Lk. 10:18; 1 Pet. 5:8-9; John 8:44; Mt.25:41).
The apostle Paul and other apostles of Christ dealt with the devil as with a real person (Eph. 6:10-18; Lk.. 8:12), and warned people against a personal devil (Eph.4:27; 6:11-12; James 4:7).
The Bible addressing the devil, uses the pronoun "he" proving that the devil is a real person, a spiritual personality (Mt. 12:26-30; 4: 1-11; Lk. 11:18). And that the devil is always personally addressed as a real person is clearly seen in Scripture (Job. 1:6-12; 2:1-7; Isa. 14:12-14; Ez.28:11-17; Zech. 3:1-2; Mt.4:l-ll).
The devil's dialogue with people (especially when tempting them) is not only very personal and logical but also excitingly audible as well as convincing (Gen. 3:1-6; 1 Chro. 21:1; Job 1:6-12; 2:1-7; Mt.4:l-ll; Lk. 4:1-13; Jude 9).
The description given of him in Scripture is always personal, proving that he is a real person (Ez.28:11-17; Luke 10:18).
If the devil were not real - if there were no devil, why does the infallible Word of God ascribe personal names and titles to him? For instance, the Bible calls him "the devil and satan," (Rev. 12;9); "Belial" (2 Cor. 6:15) "Serpent" (Gen. 3:1-5; 2 Cor.ll:3); "Dragon"(Rev. 12:3-12; 13: 1-4; 20: 1-3); "The adversary" (1 Pet.5:8-9); "Enemy" (Mt. 13:39); "The wicked one" (Mt. 13:19, 38); "The accuser of our brethren" ( Rev. 12:10); "The god of this world" ( 2 Cor. 4:4); "The prince of the power of the air" (Eph. 2:1-3): "The prince of this world" ( John 12:31); "The tempter (Mt. 4:3) "Beelzebub: (Mt. 10:25; 12:24); "Lucifer" (Isa. 14:12-
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14); "Prince of darkness" (Eph. 6:12); " A roaring lion" (1 Pet. 5:8); "Abaddon and Apollyon - destroyer" (Rev. 9:11); etc.
In all these Scripture passages, what do you think is being discussed? Who is the subject? An abstraction? A "principle" or "idea?"
Certainly, a personality is the subject! A living, practical devil is being discussed. A creature of whom it will soon be enquired: "Is this the man that made the earth to tremble, that did shake kingdoms; That made the world as a wilderness, and destroyed the cities thereof; that opened not the house of his prisoners" (Isa. 14:16-17). So, there is a devil!

2
DID GOD CREATE A DEVIL?
Many things are said about this personality called the devil. Millions of volumes are written about him. Besides what is said or written about him, his presence is felt everywhere man exists. And one of the strangest delusions under the sun is to deny the existence of the devil. The irony is that only the devil himself could have persuaded such victims of "no-devil" theory to believe a lie. This theory is no doubt a spiritual poison. And the pedlars of this "poison" scarcely realize the delusive web or satanic net with which they are now entangling their souls.
For a person to believe that way is the number one victory and advantage of satan over the person. This is the beginning of the blinding of the mind (2 Cor. 3:14; 4:3-4; Rom. 11:7; 25). Then, that "non-existent" devil hastens quickly and spreads his veil of delusion and hallucination over that soul to wreck it.
However, the burden of this chapter is to provide the answer to the question. "Did God create a devil?"
1 want to say categorically that God never at any time created "a devil." "If there is a created devil whom God never created, who then could have created him?" you might be asking.
Several people, some of them good Christians, make this serious mistake. They think that it was God who created the person we now know as "the devil." It is an unfortunate blunder to believe this. And of course, no one verse of Scripture supports
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such a belief. It's simply man's idea!' The fact is this. It is neither God nor man who gave the name "devil" to satan. The devil was never originally devilish. He was no devil when created. He was a perfect, created angel of God, though of executive rank. He was not "in the beginning with God" (John 1:1-2; Gen. 1:1). He was no devil at that time. He was rather good and subject to God In fact, he was "in the faith".
His name at that time was "Lucifer." He was never known by the names " devil" and "satan." It was after his revolt, defeat and fall that he assumed these nefarious names. Before his fall, he was not only good but so beautiful that he was called "son of the morning"(Isa. 14:12). The term "son of the morning" is thought to be a reference to his beauty and shining glory before his fall.
If Lucifer had not revolted against God and fallen, he would have remained "the beautiful cherub" he was created to be. The name "devil" or better, "satan" was assumed by Lucifer after his fall. We do not see in Scripture where the name Lucifer is still applied to the devil after his fall. But after his fall, he himsef (through his diabolical activities) assumed the name "satan" or (in KJV) "the devil".
Did God create him satan or devil? No! Was he the only angel of God? No! Did God put in him an evil tendency that he might become evil and fall? No! Did God in any way contribute to his being evil? No!
Then why, and by what Scriptural authority should we believe or teach that God created a devil? If such a belief is not supported by a single verse of Scripture, on what foundation do its proponents build their doctrine?
Let that wrong and ignorant notion be here corrected. Let it be noted that what God created was a beautiful "Lucifer" who
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was neither a backslider nor an enemy. The fact that God created a good angel who later and volitionally became the devil or satan, does not mean that God created any devil originally or at any time.
For instance, God created a perfect and innocent man and placed him in the garden of Eden. Right there, God told him this is what you should do and this is what you should not do . Then later, that man out of his own choice and will, disobeyed God and fell. From the very moment of that fall, man has severally chosen to be either an armed robber, murderer, prostitute, or liar. Now these things are what he voluntarily became and not what God created him to be. This was the case with the person we now know as "the devil". He was created a perfect spiritual being. But at a point he voluntarily became satan or the devil, through his revolt and fall.
Again, God says in His Word that all who now follow and serve the devil will be punished eternally in Hell fire (Mt. 25:41; Rev. 21:8). If then it were God who created a devil who now deceives the whole unbelieving world, how righteous and justified would He be to turn round and punish eternally in hell, those helpless victims of the devil He created? Or are we to believe that with one hand God introduced sin to man and with the other hand He punishes sinners for committing the sin He authored? Is God the author of sin? Does any verse of Scripture prove this?
Instead of such a God, the Bible shows us a God who so loves the world that He unreservedly surrendered His only Son to die in our place (John 3:16-17; 16:27; Rom. 5:8; Eph. 2:4-5; 1 John 4:9-11, 16).
It's only paradoxical to think that on the one hand God created a devil and on the other hand. He sent His only begotten
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Son to suffer and die for saving sinners from the works of God's devil.
If God ever created a devil, He would have been directly responsible for all the sins committed in this universe. He would not have blamed any sinner for committing sin. Then, there would have been no Heavenly court instituted to judge the races of Adam and of the fallen angels! There would have been no mention of the word "judgement" anywhere in this universe because God cannot instigate a devil against a helpless humanity and come back to blame and judge them for sinning. But now we see that our righteous Father, the Author of Justice, the King of Righteousness and God of Equity never created a devil nor introduced sin in this universe.
On the contrary, God wishes only our good. Even now, He wants all men to be saved (Isa. 45:22; 55:1; Mt.22.9; Rom.lO:12; lTun. 2:4; 2 Peter 3:9; Rev. 22:17). And He wouldn't reject whoever comes (John 6:37; 4:14; Acts 10:43; 1 John 5:1; Rev.22:17).
In view of the forgoing, therefore, it is certain that God did not at any time create a devil.

3
THE ORIGIN OF THE DEVIL
When and how did the devil originate? As we saw in the preceding chapter, nobody was known in this universe by the name "devil" or "Satan" till after the fall of Lucifer - a high-ranking angel of God. After his fall Satan assumed (by himself) the name he now bears. Neither God nor man gave him that name. In our study here, therefore, we shall trace the history of this diabolical personality from "before" and "after" his fall to the present time.
LUCIFER BEFORE HIS FALL
Admittedly, the issue before us is one shrouded in mystery. However, we will in our study limit ourselves to what is revealed to us in Scripture about this person.
To begin with, let it be settled that the devil is not God or like God. He has all along been a mere creature. He is subject to God and till now operates only to the extent he is permitted. He has not "overpowered God" as some think. He is not self-existent either. Like any other created intelligence, he is subject and accountable to God Almighty. The devil is well under control every split second. He is not above judgement. If you have Jesus in you, don't be afraid of the devil. Just submit to Christ and He will give you power over the devil.
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Concerning Lucifer and the period before his fall, the Bible is not altogether silent. Though the information given in Scripture on the matter is very fragmentary, it throws sufficient light on what we should know about the subject.
Two Scripture passages are held as the sources of light on this obscure subject. The Scripture passages are Isaiah 14:12-17 and Ezekiel 28:1 l-19.Let's now consider them one after the other.
At face value, Isa. 14:12-17 would seem to refer to "the king of Babylon" while Ez. 28:11-19, to "the king of Tyre". But we are amazed to discover that in each case, immediately after the opening verses, the Spirit lifts the references from human kings to one who later become the supreme king of iniquity.
In each of these two Scripture passages, the prophet uses some words which could not possibly and literally refer to any mere human being.
Take the Isaiah passage, for instance. Verses 4-11 seem to have been directed to "the king of Babylon" - a human ruler living in Babylon at the time. But from verse 12, the reference is lifted dramatically from a mere human ruler to Lucifer himself: "How art thou fallen from heaven. O Lucifer, son of the morning..." (v. 12). Here he is called by his original name, Lucifer.

Before his fall, Lucifer at a point conceived a strange ambition. It was to invade the Third Heaven - the very Throne of Jehovah, so as to overthrow Him and seize the throne. In verses 13-14, look at what Lucifer purposed in his heart to do: "I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the (angelic) congregation, in the sides of the north (or the northern area of God's throne): I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High". Now, can any earthy king - a human being, do this or be
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called "Lucifer, son of the morning?' No here was Lucifer who later became the devil.
Let's now consider the Ezekiel passage. Similarly, the earlier part of verse 12 is a reference to " the king of Tyre" But before we knew it, the latter part of the same verse has switched from "the king of Tyre" to a great inhuman personage said to be "full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty.""He is said to have "been in Eden the garden of God," enumerating the ornaments and property with which he was beautified (v.13).
Then, verse 14 makes an important revelation to us regarding the rank and order to which Lucifer belonged at this point in time.
Here he is called "the anointed cherub that covereth". A cherub is an angel from the angelic order called "the cherubim." The Cherubim are different from the other order of angels called "the Seraphim" (Isa.6:2). So the Cherubim are an order of angels. At times they serve as the living chariot on which Jehovah rides (2 Sam. 22:11; Ps. 18:10). In appearance they often have the form of either human beings, or animals, with the faces of man, eagle, ox and lion (Ez. 1:4-10; 10:14; Rev. 4:6-7). God uses them in times of trouble, and at such times, their appearances are fearful - like flames and coals of fire (Ez. 1:13-14).

Apart from accompanying God to our earth at times, the cherubim do other works also. They seem to guard and protect God's property (Gen. 3:24). With mighty swords, a vast number of them stand on both sides of God's Throne watching, guarding and protecting it. When God took Moses to the holy mountain, He opened heaven and showed Moses the "pattern" of His throne -with the cherubim standing and "covering" the throne area. God finally advised Moses to build Israel's Tabernacle in "the same
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pattern" - with statues of cherubim, representing the heavenly cherubim (Ex. 25.18, 28,1, 26:1,31; Num. 7:89; 1 Sam. 4:4; 2 Sam. 6:2; 2 Kgs. 19:15; Ps.80:l;99.1; Isa. 37:16; Ez.. 1:26,27).
While the Seraphim is both a heavenly choir and a fraction of heavenly beings attending the throne of God (Isa. 6:2-7; Rev. 4:8-11), the Cherubim-are a different group as we have already seen.

That Lucifer before his fall was not only an archangel and leader of his "cherubim order," is clearly inferred by his noble picture in the two Scripture passages under consideration.

Again, Lucifer's intimacy with God at that time is amazing. You know, the throne of God is hedged round with "stones of fire" - hail and brimstone. And except those cherubim that stand on both sides of God's throne, no other angel no matter his rank, preference and proximity, was allowed to come near God's Throne. But we are shocked to see that it was only Lucifer who was permitted to climb and freely walk on those "stones of fire" around the Throne (Ez. 28:14).

In all his ways he was declared perfect "from the day thou was created, till iniquity (the iniquity of pride, self-will and 'high treason1 - an attempt to overthrow God) was found in thee" (v. 15). Then God decided that since he "hast sinned," he must be cast out from among those stones of fire where he freely moved (v.16). The fact that he is repeatedly called "the covering cherub" indicates, as seen before, the nature of his angelic order's duty -that is in addition to their serving as Jehovah's chariot amidst the storms (2 Sam. 22:11; Dt. 33.26; Ps. 18:10; 104.3-4).

Ezekiel 28:15 states that Lucifer was perfect from the very day he was created (not self-existent) till iniquity was found in him. God simply "found" or discovered iniquity in Lucifer but
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didn't Himself put that iniquity there in him. God is not responsible!
As to the nature of Lucifer's act which led to his "iniquity," the Scripture reveals that it was "pride" (Ez. 28:17; Isa. 14:13-14). But what made him proud? Only Lucifer himself would answer this question better. Whatever the cause we know that the factor of his great beauty made an ample contribution (Ez. 28: 12, 17;   I Tim. 3:6).
LUCIFER AFTER HIS FALL
Through pride and self-will, Lucifer attempted what finally led to his fall. His fall hangs before our eyes like a big curtain separating the two great periods in the "biography" of this awesome personage.
These two periods are "before" and "after" his fall. May we now look at the period after his fall. In actual fact Lucifer became the devil from the very split second that "iniquity was found in him". From that point, his activities changed from good to evil, hence he became the author and supreme spirit of evil.

Concerning the exact time Lucifer fell, there is uncertainty. But he had fallen long before the creation of our earth and before Adam's creation. Faithful angels ("the sons of God" in this particular text) clapped their hands and shouted for joy when God was creating our planet earth (Job.38.7). But Lucifer wasn't among them that day because he had already fallen before the^i. Having fallen long before then, he was already a tempter, sneaking in where the good angels gathered for fellowship, seeking to cause havoc (Job 1:6; 2:1). Notice what the Bible says: "the sons of God... and satan..." - two different people, proving that he had already fallen long before this time. Here, he was
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singled out as "satan" coming secretly among the good angels. So the exact time of his fall is uncertain.
The first time sin was mentioned in this universe was when it was found in Lucifer (Ez. 28:15). Who found it? The whole Heaven found it. From where did sin originate before it was found in Lucifer? The discovery of sin in Lucifer was the first mention of sin so sin originated no where else but in Lucifer himself. And concerning the devil's authorship of sin, Jesus had this to say: "He (the devil) was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father (author) of it" (John 8:44). That the devil "abode not in the truth" proves that he was once in the truth (when he was Lucifer) " till iniquity was found in him."
Now let's look at this side of his life. He has now fallen. His name proper is Satan which means "an adversary," an accuser, slanderer and the chief evil spirit. He is the grand adversary and opposer of both God and man.
No man can supply a full description of satan's extent of wickedness. But as mentioned earlier in chapter one, some of his names and titles as given in Scripture may help us have a good idea of his person and works. And it amazes us to know that none of his names and titles sound good. They are all suggestive of harm and evil.Go back to chapter one and find out.

Just imagine how much time God devotes in His word to talk about this diabolical personage. And upon all this information, some people still believe and teach that there is no devil. Don't be deceived along with them! As it is written: "Let God be true, but every man a liar" (Rom. 3:4; John 3:33; 7:28; 8:26).


4
THE KINGDOM OF THE DEVIL
There is a serious mistake people make. They think the devil is a beggarly, ugly image, represented as having horns, hoofs, tail, and being as black as the night. It may surprise you to know that some Christians also think that way. What a huge ignorance!
Several intellectuals and men of letters would at best believe either that there is no devil or that the devil is simply an imagined image in old-fashioned fables or legends.
As a kid, 1 remember my mother in her folk-tales, making us to believe that the tortoise rode on horse-back to his father-in law's place he drank and emptied several jars of palm wine, overcame his in-law by his big tricks and finally obtained his wife - a very beautiful woman, and returned with her.
Well, 1 believed all that till I grew up and knew Jesus and the word of God. 1 realized that those beautifully-interwoven folktales were the perfect products of King demons. They were lying words and "vain conversation received by tradition from your (fore-) father" (1 Pet. 1:18).
But unfortunately many who claim to be learned are still yoked down with satan's burden of traditional delusion. And the degree at which spiritual darkness envelopes our men of the upper class is overwhelmingly horrifying! But Then, we shouldn't be surprised that many "enlightened" people in our society have their
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minds "darkened" through wilful ignorance of the essential truth of God's word (Romans 1:21-22).
THE KING OF THE KINGDOM OF DARKNESS
Instead of being a beggarly creature with horns and tail, the devil is in Scripture represented as "a king". He is the king of the kingdom we want to discuss here. The Pharisees had accused Jesus of casting out demons with the power of "Beelzebub" prince of demons (Mt. 12:22-24). Proving them liars, Jesus pointed out the contradiction in their accusation.
In the course of His defence, Jesus made a remarkable revelation when He said: "And if satan cast out satan, he is divided against himself; how shall then 'his kingdom' stand?" (v. 26)
Here Jesus talks about the devil's "kingdom". Now, can there be a kingdom without a king? Since he has a kingdom, he reigns over that kingdom and is therefore a king! Satan is "the god (king) of this world" (2 Cor. 4:4). Not that he created this world nor does he own it as the rightful owner. But the fact is that he usurped it from Adam whom God had given dominion over it (Gen. 1:27-30).
When Adam ate the "forbidden fruit", he sold his dominion and caretakership over the kingdom of this world. The devil snatched it away from him. Since that day, this entire social system has been in satan's hands (1 John 5:19; Lk. 4:5-6; 2 Cor. 4:3-4). He holds it by the power of falsehood. He rules by deception through lies. Having deceived Adam, he stole away his right and in turn gave Adam a fruit which was a curse in disguise. Up to this day, satan goes about boasting himself as the owner of this world.
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Taking Jesus "up into an exceeding high mountain," the devil" sheweth him all the kingdoms of the World, and the glory of them; And saith unto him, All these things will 1 give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me" (Mt. 4:8-9). In Luke's own narrative of this same incident, we are toH: "And the devil said unto him (Christ), AU this power will I give thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me (by Adam through his fall); and to whomsoever I will 1 give it"(Lk. 4:6).
Notice here that the devil projtus<ffc?"t(j give the kingdom of this world and its glory to "whdrnso&ver| h> wants. If he were not having it in his hands, how could he have promised to give it to any one he wants? Can a person give whAtJie does not have?
Repeatedly, Jesus confirmed the feet of satan's pseudo-kingship and princehood over this fallen world (John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11). And the apostles of Christ,taught the same fact (Eph. 2:2; 2 Cor. 4:4). So the fact that satan is the king of the kingdom of darkness is clearly taught in Scripture.
THE ORGANIZATION OF DEVIL'S KINGDOM
How is the devil's kingdom organized? Like any other kingdom, the devil's kingdom recognizes "hierarchy" - orderly arrangement of ranks.
First of all, the devil himself is the 'Prime Minister,1 'Head of State,'1 ''King' or Supreme Head of his kingdom. He is at the head of that kingdom. He is called "the father of it"(John 8:44). Remarkably, there has been no indication that any of the fallen angels or demons has ever contested the throne of this evil kingdom with satan himself. No demon would ever try it. The "presidency" is his! Satan of course does not administer the
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affairs of his kingdom all alone. He works with a vast army of fallen angels who are as treacherous and diabolical as himself.
Remember that in his heavenly expedition, he was defeated and cast down from heaven. Jesus Himself was there in Eternity and saw the devil fall down to our earth like lightning (Lk. 10:18). That wasn't all. In his invasion of heaven, he had with him an innumerable company of other fallen angels loyal to his army. And you may want to know who were those angels with him. Among them were fallen, spiritual Generals whom the Bible describes in symbolic terms as "Principalities", "Powers". "Thrones", "Dominions," "Powers of Darkness", etc. (Eph. 6:12; 1:21; 3:10; Rom. 8:38; Cor. 1:13, 16).
This comes out more clearly if you read the rendering of Eph. 6:12 in the Amplified Version: "For we are not wrestling with flesh and blood - contending only with physical opponents -but against the despotisms, against the powers against (the 'master spirits' who are) the world rulers of this present darkness, against the spirit forces of wickedness in the heavenly (supernatural) sphere".
Now, ask, yourself: Who are these "Despotism", "Powers", "Master spirits", and "World Rulers" in this passage? And notice that these are spiritual personalities of various ranks. This galaxy of spiritual Army Generals, along with a myriad of other middle-ranked "commanders" as well as the common (recruit) fallen angels, form the organization of satan's kingdom (Mt. 12:26). Though we cannot be dogmatic, it is believed that at the fall of Lucifer, he was driven out of heaven along with at least one-third (1/3) of the total population of God's angels. That is, Lucifer was able to seduce and convince them to follow him in his invasion of heaven (lsa. 14:12-14)
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You may probably begin to ask within yourself: "How do they know that one-third of God's faithful angels was led into backsliding by Lucifer. The word of God tells us so (Rev. 12:4) Here, take note of "the third part of the stars of heaven." "The stars of heaven" here is nottalking about the shooting stars or meteor but it is a reference to "the sons of God", i.e. angels (Job. 38:7; 1:6-12; 2:1-7). Going through these Scriptures, you will begin to understand that one-third of all of God's angels did actually fall away with Lucifer. Besides all these Scriptures here referred to. other Scriptures elsewhere make mention of t^ese angels who fell with Lucifer. The Bible states this in the following words: "And there was war in heaven: Michael (God's own faithful angel) and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven. And the great dragon (the devil himself) was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and satan. which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels (the one-third) were cast out with him" (Rev. 12:7-9). Elsewhere still, Jesus talked about this "one-third" backslidden angels when He highlighted on their future fate (Mt. 25:41).
Even informed Bible interpreter must recognize the operation of "the law of double reference". That is, that one Scripture or prophetic utterance could refer to two or more persons or events in its fulfilment. All over the pages of the Holy Scripture we see this law in constant operation (lsa.61.1-2; Lk. 4:18-19: Isa.9:6: Dan. 2:39-45; 7:3-28; 8:3-25; 9:24-27, 11:2-45; Rev. 1:19; 4:1). What am 1 saying? The Rev. 12:7-9 passage calls for a double reference or application.
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kings." Spiritually also "the princes of the kingdom of Persia" are in rank lower than ''the kings of Persia" but all are spiritual "executives" under satan.
It is no secret that over all the governments of this world the devil deploys his loyal "Generals" who rule them and report back to him. And to this point, fatal collisions are going on between these satanic rebels and God's loyal angels. And the cruel wars and blood-sheds around the world are but reflections and results of this mortal, invisible controversy (Dan. 10:13; 11:1. 12:1; 10:20-21; Jude 9: Rev. 12:7-12). This collision of "superior forces" of good and evil is not only true at the governmental level but also in every individual's life (Mt. 18:10; 2 Cor. 10: 4-6; Eph. 2:2-3; 6:10-18; Heb. 1:14; Jude 9). Nevertheless, the first phase of satan's defeat (Isa. 14:12-14; Lk. 10:18; Rev. 12:7-12) is an eloquent assurance of his final defeat which is still future (Rom. 16:20; Rev. 20:7-10). And the devil himself knows this fact hence he works tirelessly, knowing that his time is very :hort. (Rev. 12:12; Mt. 8:28-29). The children of God - the believers in Jesus Christ, arc not shaken in mind over this mortal controversy because "the foundation of God standeth sure"' (2 Tim. 2:19).
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THE KINGDOM OF THE DEVIL
[Contd.]

THE DEVIL, AN ABLE ADMINISTRATOR
The devil is an excellent administrator. He is a champion of the "division of labour". He knows how to "organize" things in an evil way so as to finally achieve his goal. To ensure a universal coverage of satanic activities, the devil has a solid network. This network consists of five main groups of workers.
Lets see their names in the following Scripture: "For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places" (Eph. 6:12).


'













26

Why did Go Create the Devil?

Let me point out the spiritual personalities mentioned in the. above Scripture. Four of them are mentioned. After discussing these four, I'll show you the fifth in satan's governmental hierarchy. The four mentioned in the above Scripture are: (a) The "Principalities", (b) The "Powers", (c) The "rulers of the darkness of this world", and (d) The "spiritual wickedness in high places". If a reader of the Bible, especially the Authorized Version, has no basic knowledge of the Greek Language (in which our New Testament Scriptures were originally written), he loses a whole world of actual meanings. Some Greek words are so rich in meaning that there is no capable English equivalents to convey to us what the original writers had in mind when they wrote. From the Ephesian passage referred to above, I will explain each group of the spiritual personalities by drawing shades of meanings from the Greek original.
WHO ARE THE "PRINCIPALITIES"?
The Greek word for "principalities" is "arenas." It means "the principal," i.e. the head, chief ruler, or controller - one at the head and in charge of others.
Here it refers to those principal spiritual rulers in the structure of satan's kingdom. The "principalities" are the "Cabinet members" or the "Federal Ministers" of satan. They are directly responsible to, and take orders from their "Prime Minister" or "President" - the devil.
In the hierarchy, the "principalities" constitute the highest rank in the kingdom of darkness. They are an executive category of fallen archangels who stand immediately behind satan in the running of his government and in the execution of his nefarious work in the universe.   The Bible is not silent concerning "the


The Kingdom of the Devil  [Contd./	27
principalities" (Eph. 6:12; 1:20-21; Col. 2:10). This group is next to Satan in the hierarchy!
WHO ARE THE "POWERS (AUTHORITIES)"?
The Greek word for powers or authorities is "exousias." It means the powerful ones" - the proud, middle-weight under lords in the kingdom of darkness.
Left unsupervised, this group would be extremely destructive, reckless or rash in executing wickedness. This is the reason they are strictly monitored by the-principalities" who are a step higher than the  "powers" in rank.
The "principalities" get orders direct from the devil, and pass to the "powers" who are bound to receive and do their biddings.
Except through the "principalities," the devil doesn't pass order direct to the "Powers." No; they have to obtain commands from their immediate superiors - the "principalities". And it seems these various ranks of satanic rulers are always mentioned collectively (Eph 6:12; 1:21; Col.2:10). This group is next to the "principalities" in the hierarchy!



WHO ARE "THE RULERS OF THE DARKNESS OF THIS WORLD"?
The Greek word covering this term is "kosmokratopas." It means "dominators" like "taskmasters," forcible controllers, self-imposers, intruders or inundaters.
This group is another category of spiritual administrators who work under satan. This group takes orders direct from the "powers" or authorities. They do not by-pass the "powers" and go to the "principalities" to obtain orders. The "powers" must receive from the  principalities ' directives regarding their duties.
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There is something peculiar about "the rulers of the darkness of this world" They are world rulers. It is this group that deploys its members cunningly trained, to dominate and hold countries, cities, towns and villages spell-bound.
Wherever they are deployed, they work relentlessly to take total possession of the whole place. Members of this third rank are in Scripture given various titles such as "Princes" (imitating God's own angelic Princes) and "kings" ( Dan. 10:13-20).
As members of this group mark their zones of duty, their work often vary slightly or widely depending on the particular city or town where they are deployed. This variation of operation within the same rank reflects at once on the various titles they bear. For instance, the title "the prince of the kingdom of Persia" and "the prince of Grecia" are different from 'the kings (not human kings) of Persia." (Dan. 10:13. 20). Yet all the personalities that bear these various titles are from the same group, and are of equal rank - "the rulers of the darkness of this world "As their title implies, they sec to it that they create spiritual darkness, blindness, delusion of the soul and spirit, dullness of mind and of understanding, gross idolatry, strange immorality manifesting in all forms of sex perversion and abuse, great antagonism against the Gospel and its preachers, unbelief and irreligiosit ! In short, they are out to create, promote and foster all works of darkness" (Eph. 5:11; Rom 13:12: Gal. 5:19-21). This delusive group is next in rank to the "powers









The Kingdom of the Devil fContdJ	
WHO ARE THE "SPIRITUAL WICKEDNESS IN THE HIGH PLACES"?
Was the apostle Paul just playing on words when speaking these words? Whom was he describing in these words? Who are the "spiritual wickedness in high places? The Greek words covering this phrase are "pneumatikal ponerias." It means a fortified, spiritual army - a huge gathering of strong ones, a formidable team or body. Here, in our passage, it is a reference to another of satan's host of wicked underlords of the fourth category. Quickly, the Scripture shows us the realm or region in which this rank of fallen angels concentrate and operate.
Remember the name of this group: "spiritual wickedness in high places." The words "in high places" simply mean "in heavenly places" or "in the heavenlies," which reveals to us their area of operation. The innumerable fallen angels that constitute the spiritual wickedness in high places always concentrate their operations in the heavenlies. Their powers are felt in the heavenly bodies like the moon, sun, stars: affecting the seasons and climate in the year.
The "spiritual wickedness in high places" are the powers behind the shrouded activities of Astrology and star-gazing, Necromancy, Divination, Magic, Witchcraft, Charms, Enchantments, Prognostication, Sorcery, Wizardry, Sooth-saying, Observing of Times, Palm-reading, etc. All men who are engaged in any of these iniquitous acts are "partners-in-progress" with the powers of darkness.
Certain columns of our magazines and newspapers testify openly that in every land all over the world, there are vast armies of human souls loyal to the powers of darkness. They are incorrigibly superstitious and seek guidance from the "signs of the
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zodiac," "meteors," "planets," and all manner of traffic with principalities "in the heavenlies," all in the name of Astrology. They rebelliously pry and peep into the forbidden secrets of the kingdom of darkness.
Furthermore, the "spiritual wickedness in high places" as a gang seems to work hand-in-hand with another gang - " the rulers of the darkness of this world". The reason for this diabolical partnership is because while the former concentrates "in the heavenlies," some members of the latter seem to be often drafted in times of emergency to assist the members of the former in their work within the heavenlies (Dan. 10:13, 20).
They crash planes, destroy space tanks and claim human lives in their thousands!. While this special field belongs to "the spiritual wickedness in high places", the rulers of the darkness of this world" have their own stronghold in dominating countries, cities, towns and villages as well as controlling seas and rivers.
They delegate a member of their gang who still serves as the "water-commander" or "Leviathan" and of whom the Scriptures have many things to say (Job 41:1-34; 26:13; Ps. 104:26; 74:14; Isa. 27:1).
Sailors can tell us better about the mystery connected with the sea and its "hosts." The supernatural inhabitants of the water have for long centuries been the subject of several old myths and legends. But besides the vanity and exaggerations the Bible teaches that there are "supernatural personalities" or water-lords who constitute "the people" of the sea (Ps. 65: 7), and "things creeping innumerable, both small and great beasts" (Ps. 104:25).
To prove that "the people" and the "great beasts " here refer to supernatural beings, you only need to study the Books of
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Daniel and Revelation (Daniel 4:14-15; 7:17, 19; Revelation 11:7; 13:1, 11; 16.13; 20:10). These are demon-principalities and high-ranking fallen satanic angels who help the devil administer and run his kingdom. To prove they are supernatural beings and fallen angels, God speaks in confirmation of their inevitable, future, judgement: "And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall punish the host of the high ones that are on high (i.e. in the heavenlies')..." (Isa. 24:21; Eph.6:12; Rev. 19:20; 20:10). So then, "the spiritual wickedness in high places" is next to "the rulers of the darkness of this world" in the satanic hierarchy!
IS THAT ALL?
That is not all. We have only considered the invisible part of satan's army. But this army is made up of spiritual and physical beings. And to create an impact in a physical world, the spiritual forces have got to manifest themselves through visible human persons. The works of satan will be incomplete without mentioning man. All sinners constitute an important part of satan's governmental programmes. The devil wants to rule and that at all costs (Isa. 14.13-14; Mt. 4:8-9).
Besides the fallen angels who are already with him, he wants all men to be his subjects. And in fact, all men outside Christ are the children of the devil and they do the will of their father (John 8:44). So then, all unsaved souls under heaven form the fifth group in satan's governmental hierarchy. This explains why every unsaved person, no matter how religious or morally good, is in Scripture considered an "enemy" of God (Mt. 10:36; Acts. 13:10; Rom. 11.28; Phil. 3:18; Col. 1.21; Jas. 4:4).
Isn't it amazing that men created to rule and reign with God have surrendered their allegiance to the destroyer?    Who has

\
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fanned them into this strange slumber and where are they heading to? The cry of all God's children everywhere is that such lost souls would be awakened and rescued from "the snare of the fowler" (Ps. 91.3; 124.7; Prov. 6.5; 1 Tim. 3.7; 2 Tim. 2.26).

6
THE WORKS OF THE DEVIL
"For this purpose the Son of God was manifested that he might destroy the works of the devil" ( 1 John 3:8). I've heard so many people talk about "the works of the devil." If every other person in this world were ignorant of the devil and his works, it should not be a child of God. It pains God to see His children groping in ignorance when the Scriptures have revealed to them all they need to know. And you know, God says that His people are destroyed for lack of knowledge (Hos. 4:6; 5:4; Jer. 9:3). When we know God's word, then we know the things freely given to us through Christ.
Many Christians are satisfied to say, "Satan, I command you. ' But who is this satan? He cannot tell. He is ignorant. And God in Hosea 4:6 is saying that this unfortunate ignorance is quickly destroying His people. And who can assess the extent of this destruction so far.?
Every believer is a soldier of Jesus Christ (2 Tim. 2:3-5). Every soldier fights against an opponent. The believers opponent is the devil. The children of God hate the devil because his works are evil. But what are the works of the devil? We want to find out!
When we know what the devil's works are, we will know what Jesus came into the world to destroy (1 John 3:8). We will also know what the Church is fighting to destroy. And of course, we'll
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equally know whether any of those works still remains in us. Now, if you are set, may we see what the devil is busy doing in our world.
REBELLION AND INSUBORDINATION TO AUTHORITIES
O' into how many pieces our world is wrecked through this sin!. Rebellion in any form is the product of satan. It led to his expulsion from heaven (Isa. 14:12-14; Ez.28:11-19)
All men who do the same thing are directly or indirectly influenced by demons since all traces of insubordination and . rebellion are satanic (Exodus 5:2; 32:9). Because this act is satanic, God outrightly condemns it (1 Samuel J5:22-23; Jeremiah 5:5; Deuteronomy 9:24; Nehemiah 9:17; Ezekief 3:3; 12:2; Psalm 68:6; Isaiah 30:1; 65.2).
LIES AND DECEPTION
Satan's kingdom is founded on falsehood He is a liar. There is no truth in him. He is the world's chief trickster. He conquers not by power but by lies and deception. This is his most effective weapon. There could be no stronger confirmation of this truth than those words of Jesus (John 8:44; 10.10). God is against all lies and liars (Lev. 19:11; Ps. 5:6; 63:11; 101: 7; Prov. 12:22; 19:5,9).
SPIRITUAL BLINDNESS
O how many that have eyes but cannot see! Who has blinded them? Who has veiled their eyes and minds from eternal realities? Who else but the wicked one?
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The whole of the unbelieving world is soundly deluded by satan.   He doesn't   want sinners to see the blessed light of the blessed Gospel of our blessed Jesus! What a mystery of iniquity! Spiritual blindness is the work of the devil (Mt. 15:14; 23:19; 6:23; 2 Cor. 3:14; Rom. 13:12).
God says that all the sinners in this world are spiritually blind and are walking in darkness (Deut. 28:29; Ps. 82:5; 35:6). The Gospel of Jesus Christ is the power of God to save sinners (Rom. 1:16). And the devil knows this.
HINDERING THE GOSPEL
When we preach the Gospel, we rescue souls he holds in prison.
Do you know how to diminish satan's kingdom? Just preach Jesus! The Gospel is the greatest destructive force against the kingdom and power of satan. Two things are accomplished when we preach Jesus. Or: is destruction - the pulling down of strongholds of satan in the minds of sinners (2 Cor. 10:4-6). The other accomplishment is to deliver or save those who believe that Gospel (Mk. 16:15-16; Acts 16:31; Rom. 1:16).
Since such is the Gospel we preach, no wonder satan does all in his power to try to hinder its progress (Acts. 10:6-13; Rom. 1:13; 15:22; 1 Thess. 2:18; Mt. 13:3-7).
SICKNESSES AND DISEASES
These twin adversities are the products of satan. G' sickness, who can assess the extent of wreckage you have wrought on humanity! The whole earth is sick in a sense.
How many people have peacefully left this world without the ugly visitation of sickness? When a baby is born, we smile while welcoming it.   But when a person leaves the world, there is no
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laughter but sorrow because sickness, sin and death have done their team work in him. O' the unclean hands of sickness and the stained fingers of disease! Touch me not, for you are the works of the devil. Come not near me; I am washed in the Blood of the Lamb: I am clean (John 15:3; 13:10). Because whoever the Son of God sets free is free indeed. The defiled fingers of sickness and disease should not touch the elects of the Most High God (2 Kgs. 8:29; 13:14; Job 2:11; Jas. 5:14). And lest we forget, God doesn't make us sick; sicknesses and diseases are the products of the devil (Lk. 13:16; Acts. 10:38).
WITHSTANDING GOD'S PEOPLE
The first "opposition party" was formed by the devil before our planet was born! And accordingly, all opposers of God are simply showing their credentials as the children of the devil (Mt. 13:38; John 8:44; Acts. 13:10; 1 John 3:10).
Through his organized army, satan is known for withstanding the believers.
The Scriptures show us how he is bent on contending with God's people, seeking to hold them captive (Dan. 10:13-20; 2 Cor. 12:7; 1 Cor. 9:25; Eph. 6:10-18; 1 Tim.6:12; 2 Tim. 2:5). But praise God, in the name of Jesus, every believer has authority over the devil (Lk. 10:19; 1 John 4:4).
SETTING TRAPS
This whole world - this social system, and all its transient glory is the trap of satan. Multitudes will spend their eternity in the Lake of Fire because of "the things that are in the world" (1 John 2:15-16).  And the fact that the world and all it offers will soon pass
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away forever, should be enough to make men stop living for "things" (1 Tim. 6.6-7).
Satan offered all this world to Christ (Mt. 4.8-9). But that was sheer stupidity of satan since he knows already that Christ Himself had created this world (John 1:1-3; Col. 1:16-19; Isa. 9.6).
Jesus refused that foolish offer of satan. Already, He had stated that His Kingdom is not of this present social system (John 18:36; 6.15; 8:23; 17:14,16). In like manner satan asks men to focus all attention on the material aspect of life, and that to their own detriment at last (Mt. 16:26; Job 27:8; 11.20; Ps. 112:107).
Satan is a trap-setter. The world and all the things that are in the world are his bait. Proving that sinners are of the devil, all of satan's children are trap-setters whose goal is to catch men's souls (Jer. 5:26; Ps. 59:3; Prov. 12:6; Hos. 7:6; Mic. 7.2; Acts. 23:21; Eph. 4:14; 2 Tim. 2:26).
CREATION OF DOUBT AND UNBELIEF
Sinners are saved by simply believing God's Word which tells them about Jesus Christ (Rom. 10:9-10; Acts. 4:12). So, to believe God is to be saved. Hence satan mounts a serious check against faith, lest men believe and become saved. That check is unbelief.
It means doubting God by disbelieving the entire Bible. In every generation, God punishes those who disbelieve Him and will yet punish them forever if they don't change (Heb. 11:6; 3:7-19; John 12:37; 3:18,36; 16:8-9; Heb. 4:11). So, doubt and unbelief always earn men damnation (Rom. 14:23).
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TEMPTATION
God tempts no oru. (Jas. 1:13). The devil is the author of all temptations. God's word calls him the "tempter" (Mt. 4:3; 1 Thess 3:5 ). With great trickery, he speaks lies to the hearts of men. He tells them that God is wrong, that His word is wrong, that those who have believed in Jesus are wrong - that he himself is true and correct. He tempts people to commit sin, promising to protect and cover them up from being exposed. The fact that satan tempted the Lord of all souls proves that temptation must come tc every one born in this world.
Mere professors of religion fall away in times of satan's temptation (Lk. 8:13). Pray not to be led into temptation (Mt. 6:13). And we should not tempt God by committing sin (Deut. 6:16; Ex. 17:2; Acts 15:10), because sin is the transgression of the law (1 John 3:4; Gal. 2:18). Whoever tempts you is led by the devil because the devil alone is the source and author of all temptations!
FAKE MIRACLES
Miracles as performed by Jesus or by the true Christians, are necessary for the confirmation of the spoken Word (Mk. 16:19-20; Acts 5:12-26). Genuine miracles proved Christ's earthly ministry to be clearly supernatural and different from that of the religious leaders of His day.
All bom-again believers, in order to prove it is Christ sending them, must ensure that miracles follow. This is why Jesus Himself gave them the example (John 13:15; Mt. 11:29; 1 Cor. 11:11; 1 Pet. 2:21; Heb. 12:2, 1 John 2:6). Jesus said that His believers will do as He did, and that even greater, since He was going to send them the Holy Ghost from heaven to work in,

through and with them (John 14.12; Mk. 16.17-18; Acts 16:16-18). So, genuine miracles are important in serving the living God. Genuine miracles serve the purpose of confirmation and authentication (Mt. 11.4; John 2:11; 3:2; 7:31; 10.25; 20.30).
We are not to follow miracles either. Miracles should follow us (Mk. 16.17). That is, genuine miracles. But fake miracles, like the 'tares" sown by the enemy, are also mixed up in the world today.
Millions of ignorant souls are literally deluded already by satan through fake miracles produced by satan through his human agents (Ex. 7:11*7; Mt. 7.22; 24.24; 2 Thess. 2:S, Rev. 13:13; 16:14; 19:20). To be safe, therefore, discern every miracle, using the Word of God as your guide (1 John 5:1; Isa. 8.20).
THE WORKS OF THE DEVIL IN GENERAL
Before Jesus arrived on our cursed planet, the devil had manipulated death over mankind (Heb. 2:14). Jesus anointed with power, defeated the devil and took away from the devil that authority he had exercised over all souls in the world. Thus, Jesus brought us victory (John 5.24; 8:51; Rom. 8:1,31; 14:19; Heb. 2:14-15: John 3:8-10; Rev. 1:18).
Satan leads all sinners to disobey God (1 Tim. 5:15; 1 John 3.8-10) He deploys all demons to withstand God's plans (Eph. 6:10-18; Mt. 9:34). He creates offense (Mt. 16:23; 24:10). He disguises himself as an angel of God (2 Cor. 11:13-14). He plots with men against God (John 13.2; Lk. 22:3). He resists God's ministers (Zech.3:l-2). He wars against the Church (Eph.6:10-18: 1 Pet. 5:8-9). He weakens minds and understanding (Heb.6:l; 9:14).  He creates divisions among brethren (1 Cor. 3:1-3; 1:10-
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13).   He hinders answers to prayer (Dan. 10:13-20).   He steals Gods word from men's ears (Mt. 13:19; Lk. 8:12; John 10:10).
Satan trains and deploys his spiritual underlords to take possessions (2 Cor. 12:7; 1 Thess. 2:18; acts 15:22). He urges church leaders to commercialize God's Word by lowering its holy and powerful standards (Num. 22): hence he leads such leaders to betray their religious system through the pursuit of filthy gain (Num. 31:16; Deut. 23:4; 2 Pet. 2:15; 1 Tim. 3:3,8; Titus 1:7; 1 Pet. 5:2; Jude 11; Rev. 2:14). He authors all works of darkness, moral seduction and sex perversions (Eph. 5:11; 6:12; Acts 26.18. Rom. 1:18-32). He sows "tares", discords and discouragements (Lk. 22:31; Mt. 13:25; 1 Cor. 7:5; Acts 5:3; 1 Thess. 3.5).
Satan is a killer and destroyer (John 8:44; 10:10). He controls nations and their activities (Dan. 10:13-20; Mt. 4:8-9), and the whole social system (1 John 5:19). He accuses the brethren (Rev. 12.10). hence all his workers are equally accusers (2 Tim. 3:3; John 8:10). He exploits the services of storms to do us mischiefs (Lk 8.22-25; Eph. 2:2; Job 1: 18-19). He is an efficient promoter of fake worship and signs (1 Cor. 10:20, 2 [Ticss. 2:8-12).
He superintends all fallen angels and all unsaved men (John 2:31; 8:44; Eph. 2:2-3; 1 John 3:8-10; Rev. 12:7-12). As a iller. he sponsors suicides and murders (Mt. 17:15; John 10:10; .44). He opposes and oppresses men (Acts 10:38). He is the ey liar, sponsoring all lies and liars (1 Kgs. 22:19-23; Mt. 4:11.24; 2 Cor. 11:13-14). He is the king of lusts (John 8:44; ph. 2.1-3). He formulates all heresies and deceptions (1 Tim. 1-7; 2 Tim. 4.1-4; 2 Thess. 2:3-12; Rev. 13:1-18).

The devil performs millions other atrocities hidden from our eyes - all make up "the works of the devil". The invisible aspects of his works are described as "the mystery of iniquity" said to be now in motion (2 Thess. 2:7). God's warning is: "Beware of 'the works of the devil' " (Eph. 5:11; Rom. 13:12).

"WHY HASN'T GOD DESTROYED THE DEVIL?"
Many people know that the devil is God's enemy. They know that the devil is like the "wind that blows no one good." They know that he is the cause of all the woes on humanity. They know he is really bad.
At the same time, they are aware that God is good and that He perfectly hates the devil. They know that because God loves man. He gave up His only Son, Jesus Christ, to die for them. They know that God loves people who hate the devil and his ways.
Furthermore, they know that God has all powers - he can do all things: He has the power to either kill or make alive. He has control over the devil who is a mere creature. Hence they know that by His Omnipotence. He can put both the devil and his works to an end just now.
Moreover, it is known that God is perfectly holy and does not co-exist with evil. He is righteous!
In the light of these facts, questions arise, calling for urgent answers.
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HAS THE DEVIL "OVERPOWERED GOD"?
In May 1983,1 boarded a bus to Rainbow Town in Port Harcourt City. As I entered, almost everybody inside the bus seemed to be engulfed in a certain hot argument.
There appeared to be two parties, each trying to prove the other wrong.
Amidst what was indeed an uproar, I tried almost in vain to discern the bone of contention.
Almost everybody was speaking at the same time - no one was patient. I said to myself, "God, have mercy. May I just understand the issue at stake".
I strained my ears to just know what triggered off the controversy.
Thank God that at a point I began to catch the joke. What was the problem?
I was told that a young girl (who had since left the bus before I entered) was sharing the Gospel message in that bus. That in the course of her preaching, a certain cranky, old man sitting by (who had also left the bus before I entered), interrupted the girl with the idea that she should stop disturbing the people in the name of preaching, "since satan has already overpowered God and made the whole world irremediably spoiled". Then, the passengers were divided into two parties - one supporting the old man's idea, the other proving that satan has not overpowered God. Thus the old man and the young girl set the ball in motion and left the bus , while the "players" took it up!
Well, what's your own idea about this argument? Has the devil overpowered God?
In the first place, the question is not only childish but also funny.    The question only betrays the questioner's indwelling

ignorance and poor understanding of God's Person and power. May God help people to know whom He is!
Well, Satan has not, will not, and cannot overpower God. God overrules all the powers in this universe. He controls all things - the ocean (Job 38:8, 11; 26:10;33:7; Prov. 8:28; Ps. 104:9; Jer. 5:22); the Tempest (Ps. 107:29; 65:7; 89:9; Mt. 8:26; 14.32); and the Wind (Prov. 30:4; Ps. 148:8; Mk. 4:39). Power belongs to God primarily (Ps. 62:11). God controls even death (1 Cor. 15:25-26, 54-55; Isa. 25:8; 2 Tim. 1:10; Heb. 2:14-15; Rev. 20:14; 21:4).
Concerning the devil himself, just when his time comes to be dealt with, God will ask an ordinary angel of His to deal with him squarely (Rev.20:1-3). God wouldn't waste the time of an archangel or any high-ranking angel in dealing with the devil; an ordinary angel will be commanded to deal with him! It should be known that the devil is not God but a mere creature.
WHY THE DEVIL IS NOT YET DESTROYED
If God has power over the devil but has not destroyed him all this time, there must be a reason or reasons. I want to show you those reasons from the Word of God.


To Prove Men
Though the devil and his kingdom are already destined to doom, God overrules Satan’s present evil activities in many areas. God doesn't like Satan and his works. But even the worst of the devil could be exploited for good.
When Christ was dying on the Cross, the devil thought it was his greatest blow to God. But he was soon surprised to see that God turned it into the greatest and worst blow against Satan and
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his kingdom. By that death, the Father was also proving Christ, as to His willingness or unwillingness to die for us. To Christ, that was a big test. But Jesus must overcome all tests. He passed the great Test when He summarized: "Father, not my own will but yours" (Lk.22:42).
The presence of the devil in the world is an "examination" to every human being.
If there were no satan in this world, everybody would have said, "I am a child of God." But thank God that now, we have discovered that not everybody is a child of God. Not everybody loves God or even "likes" God.
Many prefer the devil to God. How do we know? We know by their fruits! They can't hide, (Mt. 7:16,20). Personally, I don't like the devil but I like the fact that his "examination" is proving everybody's true colour, in preparation for a reward according to each person's works (Ps. 62:12; Jer. 17:10; Prov. 24:12). Without the devil in the world, all the great and hardened sinners and criminals in the world would have claimed to love God. But now they are proved liars! Even God's people have to be proved as to their obedience or disobedience in the face of satan's temptations (Ex. 16:4; 20:20; Deut. 8:2, 16; 33:8; Judges 2:22; Isa. 3:1,4).
Through it also, we prove our own selves. You see, there are things in you which you wouldn't believe are in you until you stand face to face with a temptation. This is why we are asked to prove ourselves (2 Cor. 13:5; Gal. 6:4).
So for now, the devil is an unwanted examiner. All men are the examination candidates. And remember, the "examiner" doesn't necessarily need to sound "favourable" to the candidates.
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To Demonstrate God's Power Over Satan
Here is another reason God has not yet destroyed the devil. God must make another open show of His great power over satan and his false claims. God first demonstrated His power over satan when He defeated him and drove him down from heaven. Jesus did the same thing to the devil.
You see, when Adam sinned, he literally handed over to the devil the keys or authority over the planet earth.
God had given to Adam the keys of dominion over the earth (Gen. 1:26-30). But through the Fall, Adam surrendered to satan chose keys. The devil received and possessed them. From that moment to the days of Christ's earthly life, satan held those keys. That is, the claim over this social system, was his. The whole world even at that time lay in his hands (1 John 5:19; Gal. 1:4; Eph. 2:2). That was before Jesus fought the decisive battle on the Cross. I mean that before Christ died on the Cross, the devil held the keys of death over all men (Heb. 2:14-15). Every man on earth at that time was tormented with the fear that death was to him the penalty of sin leading to judgement.
The devil knows that the wages of sin is death and he is quick to use this solemn truth to subject sinners to the consuming fear of death all through their lives. Therefore, Jesus, on whom death has no claim, went into death, bearing our death penalty, thereby robbing the devil of his claim and power to any more terrify the believer with the fear of death!
Right from the Cross where the everlasting Blood was spilled, our victory started. Proceeding, Jesus traced the devil down to hades, into the very Domain - the chamber and palace of the king of iniquity. There Jesus arrived. Justice was present
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because Jesus showed the devil why he (the devil) must surrender those keys. What was Jesus reason? His hands and feet told the story. The marks of the nails of crucifixion showed that Jesus had paid the price. Death was the price because death was the curse on Adam's sin and on humanity (Gen. 2:17; Gal. 3:13; Rom. 5": 15-19). And now Jesus has died our death and thereby exhausted satan's claim over our souls.
The demand of the Court of Heaven had been met by His death. The Universe nodded its head in satisfaction. Jesus met every demand - nothing remained unpaid. By offering Himself, Jesus appeased the Law and quieted the wrath of Jehovah over sin and the sinner!
Therefore, presenting to the Universe His Redemptive Credentials - His warrant to redeem, Jesus walked up to the devil and commanded him to surrender those keys which he had snatched from Adam. This, the devil did on the spot! The devil surrendered those keys to Jesus.
These things happened during the three days when the body of Jesus lay in the Tomb. It was then that He descended into Hades, took away the keys from the devil and walked out of Hades in triumph! (Eph. 4:9-10; Acts 2:27).
Paul, commenting on Christ's trip to Hades, states that there, Jesus '"having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a show of them openly, triumphing over them in it (i.e. in the Cross, on which His victorious death took place)" (Col. 2:15).
Well, you might ask me to further prove how I know that Jesus actually got the keys back from the devil. If so, there is no other way I know than from Jesus' own announcement as He returned from that realm. He announced. " I am he that liveth, and was dead; and behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen;  and
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have the keys of hell (i.e. Hades - the world of the dead; the spirit land) and of death " (Rev 1:18).
This is why the devil is not yet destroyed. God has not finished with him. God wants to use mere human beings - the believers, to show His power again over satan. God will reduce the devil to nothing through the church, i.e. the believers. In order to have the devil experience this reproach, God permits him to exist in the meantime (Mk. 16:17-20; I Cor. 4:9; Eph. 2:7, 3:10).
To be the Basis of our Future Rewards
This is the third reason God has not yet destroyed the devil. The devil brings us temptations. Whenever we overcome any of those temptations, God records a reward for us in the future. If we do not overcome, what shall we be rewarded for? And if there were no temptations, what would we have conquered? Still further, if the devil were not here, who would have instigated the temptation before we would overcome them?
So then, although God did not create any devil to supply us with temptations in that sense, He exploits the devil's temptations to provide a conflict for us so as to reward us after we overcome (1 John 2:13; 4:1-6; Rev. 2.7, 11, 17, 26-28; 3:5, 12,21).
To Teach Lessons and Develop our Faith and Character
This is the fourth reason God has not yet finished with satan. It's great to know this wonderful truth. Often, man seems to learn much lessons from the hardships and sufferings which satan brings. It helps to develop our faith. For instance, when we see the blind healed, the lame walking, or the dead raised to life again, our faith in the Lord develops. When we emerge victorious from









 become more experienced, wiser, happier, bolder, more equipped to advise others. But we would have missed all this if there were no adversary to create those problems which we overcame. How'could we have achieved all this if the devil were not here to instigate the troubles and temptations from which we emerge victorious? And by the way, how could we have proved the power of Jesas? We would have lost all the lessons of redemption because we would have needed no Jesus who came to destroy the works of the devil (I John 3:8).
But praise God. The King of Eternity knows what He is doing. How unfathomable are Thy way' O' Lord! And how past finding are Thy counsels! You are never taken by surprise. You fore-knew the end from the beginning. Who can establish a case against You O' my God? Who can prove You wrong? Who is more righteous than You? Who else summoned this great Universe into existence by the decree of His lips? Who spoke and it was done besides You? Who was there with You when there were no worlds? Suppose You didn't resolve to create man? Who is your rival in all the world?
Therefore, the availability of the devil in our world is God's wisdom. It's for our good for now (1 Pet. 1:7-13; 5:8-9; 2 Pet. 1.4-9; Jas. 1:12; 5:11). Even so, Amen!!

 i
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"WHY DOES THE DEVIL STILL VISIT HEAVEN?"
This is an old question among several people. Some Christians also do ask this same question. They seem sure that the devil still visits heaven. God is in heaven (Isa.66:l; Ps. 103.19; Mt. 5.34). He is holy and wouldn't tolerate satan's presence and activities in heaven. If God would tolerate that, why then did He originally expel the devil and his angels from heaven? Does God interact with the devil? Does God use the devil at times? If yes, why? And if no, then why does the devil still visit heaven and what is his role and mission there? These, no doubt, are crucial questions, but wait.
DOES THE DEVIL STILL VISIT HEAVEN TODAY?
Without rambling, the answer is yes! Then, why? Who invites him? Well, the devil invites himself. He is an uninvited guest. He goes though unwanted. Yet, he makes his visit whether wanted or not. He is an intruder. Not only in heaven but also in every home, and even in every individuals life. Have you ever invited the devil to your house or in your affairs? Yet he comes any way. Then have you asked yourself "why?" I don't think you have. But you are too smart to ask God why.
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However, how can it be proved that the devil still visits heaven? In answering this question, the Bible remains our source of information. Let's begin our journey from the Book of Job. Let's see chapter one, and verse six: "Now there was a day when 'the sons of God' (i.e. angels) came to present themselves before the Lord, and satan came also among them." Now. as all Bible scholars agree, this incident took place in heaven, not on this earth.
There, as we are here told, the good and faithful angels or God gathered to present themselves in fellowship before the Lord. But as they gathered in God's presence in heaven, something happened. What happened? "Satan came also among them This report is also confirmed in Job 2:1. that the devil visited heaven and was even in the angelic fellowship, though he was the author of sin.
There is a wonder in this event As satan came among those angels, they did not see his coming as strange or unusual. They were not scared, neither did they react in any way indicating surprise or abnormality. Rather, they stood calm and cordial, which tends to suggest that perhaps satan was in a way welcome to that fellowship. Not that he was welcome as a good angel but as a regular, usual visitor, whether good or bad.
Furthermore, this problem seems to be compounded by the fact that God Himself immediately proceeded on a very courteous dialogue with satan (Job 1:7-12; 2:2-6). However, do not panic about this because you will know '"win" before you finish this chapter.
At any rate, from the word of God it is clear that satan still visits heaven till now. Again, satan doesn't seem to go on this visit all alone.  He goes along with some of his demons and fallen
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angels. We can be sure, however, that they have no permanent or abiding place in heaven. And I thank Jesus for that because I wouldn't want to see satan in heaven when I \till have arrived there on the wings of the Rapture! So, satan seems to go there on mere visit and then, back to earth.
You might be asking within you, "How can wejktipw that the devil visits heaven with some of his demons?"- Well/ before I explain, lets read this passage of Scripture. "And" he (prophet Micaiah, talking to, king Ahab) said, Hear thou therefore the word of the Lord. I (in a vision) saw the Lord sitting on his throne (ifi heaven), and all the host of heaven standing by him on his right and on his left. And the Lord said, who shall persuade Ahab, that he may go up* and fall at Ramoth-gilead? And. one said orr this manner, and another said on that manner. And tfiere camV forth a (demon) spirit, and stood (where?) before die Lord, afid said, I will persuade him. And the Lord said unto him, wherewith? (i.e. how - in what way will you persuade Ahab? What style will you use?). And he (that demon) said, I will go forth, and I will be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets. And he (God) said, Thou shalt persuade him, and prevail also; go forth and do so. Now therefore, behold, the Lord hath put a lying (demon) spirit in the mouth of all these thy prophets, and the Lord hath spoken evil concerning thee" (1 Kgs. 22.19-23).
God was asking whom to send? And the fact that the demon volunteered faster than any of the billions of God's faithful angels, proves that demons are not "new faces" in heaven. Tliere is no indication that this demon who volunteered to go, was the only demon hanging around there in heaven, with the "host of heaven standing by him (God) on his right hand and on his left" (v.19).



So then, the fact that the devil and his workers still visit heaven is here confirmed by the Word of God!
THE REASON FOR THEIR VISIT
Why does the devil and his demons still visit heaven? The primary reason is that they go there to accuse the believers, especially those of them who practise "mixed living" - the compromising Christians.
Whenever a Christian seems to be spiritually weak, the devil and these demons take up exaggerated accusations against hl.n before God.
Whenever a believer seems to have succumbed, or have offended either God or man in anything, the devil takes his trumpet, and see him there in the presence of God accusing that believer.
He does this in order to register a legal claim over that person. Because of this obnoxious work of the devil in heaven against the believers, the Bible describes him as "the accuser of our brethren... who accuseth them before (in the presence of) our God day and night" (Rev. 12:10). Now, ask yourself: Where do the devil and his demons go to launch their accusations? It is before the Lord, i.e. in the presence of God. And where should that be? On earth? No! it is in heaven.
When a believer commits sin, the devil gets a sermon and a legal ground for accusing the believer concerned.
To this end, the believer is urged throughout the Bible to ensure that he lives right before God. He must maintain a pure conscience towards both God and man. (Acts 24:16; 1 Tim. 1:5, 19; 3:9; Heb. 13.18; 1 Pet. 3:16,21). When and if a child of God neglects these exhortations and allows his "garments" to become
.
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"filthy." the accuser is immediately ready in heaven for his work (Zech 3:1-5). "Keep thy garment" means to keep oneself from defilement and impurities of any kind (Eccl. 9:8; Zech. 3:4; Rev. 3:4; 16:15).
Satan doesn't accuse the unbelievers because they are already with him. for him and in his hands. But he is after Christians - those who say they have rejected him and his ways.
He tries to disprove them by trying to find fault in whatever they do. He seeks to register a case of sin against them. Actually, he is wrestling with the saints (Eph, 6:12; 1 Pet. 5:8-9). And this is why even child of God is said to be in constant battle as a soldier of Jesus Christ (1 Tim. 6:12; 2 Tim. 2:3-5; 4:7). Having seen their reason for visiting heaven, may we consider the next question.
WHY DOES GOD ALLOW THEIR VISIT IN HEAVEN?
To begin, with, we should know that our God is a complete God. Again. God doesn't make use of the devil, neither are demons a part of His Kingdom. He is not co-operating with satan and his demons in any way. The point, however, is that the devil and his demons are like "dogs" - they always stand by in case any "crumbs" would fall from the table (Mt. 15:27). And you know that "crumbs". do not belong to man but to dogs and cats. You see. God wants all men to be saved (Mk.l6:15; Jn.3:16; 2 Pet. 3:9. ITim. 2:4: Rev. 22:17). But men who reject God and persist incorrigibly in unrighteousness always make themselves "crumbs" and thereby judge themselves "unworthy of everlasting life" (Acts   13:46;   Mt.   22;8).     Since they  thus   decide  to  make
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themselves '"crumbs", they should remember what dogs do with crumbs. And I know that you know!
The fact is that when men refuse to be under God's rule, they turn themselves over to the "stand-by" forces of darkness. Then, these spiritual "dogs" who hang around to pick the "drop-outs" or the kingdom "reprobates," have to pick their souls unto damnation!
This was true of king Ahab of Israel. Ahab could not be led by God's Spirit. He hated the ways of God. And anyone who could not be led by God must be led by the devil. There is no neutral ground! By his own wilful iniquity, Ahab was handed over to these "stand-by" demon principalities and powers for destruction (1 Kgs. 22:23).
The same was true of king Saul when he became wholly unmanageable.  He was turned over to the "stand-by" accusers -"evil spirits from the Lord" (\ Sam. 16:14; 18:10; 19:9; Judges 9:23).
The term "evil spirit from the Lord," does not mean that God distributes evil spirits or that He uses evil spirits. It is simply a reference to the "stand-by" demon spirits who take over the "drop-outs" or "reprobates" - people who have incorrigibly sworn not to go God's own way, (Ezekiel 14:6-9; Rom. 1:28;2 Thess. 2:10-12; Isa. 6:10; 29:10; Mk 4:12; 6:52).
So those demons and satan himself visit heaven in order to take over such souls that are for the'kingdom of darkness (Rom. 1:24, 26, 28-32). When men recognize the truth but wilfully refuse to accept it, God allows those demon-principalities and powers to do their work against them. Rejecting the saving truth, they obtain a strong delusion to believe lies   in preparation for
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their ultimate damnation (2 Thess. 2:10-12; 1:8; 2 Cor. 4:3-4; 1 Pet. 4:17).
Sinners in this world who wilfully reject the Son of God, Jesus Christ, and follow sin and satan, may think they are cheating God. They scarcely know that by that process, demon-principalities are taking over their souls.
They are losing, not God. God is never at a loss whether you repent or not. If you repent, it is for your own good - your soul is saved from eternal damnation. But if you relax in your sins, don't worry; go ahead (Rev. 22:12; Gal. 6:7; Rom. 14:12). But you will never blame any body at last. All sinners should know that the end of the road they are now treading is destruction (Prov. 14:12; 16:25). And as you know, reaping follows sowing as certain as day follows the night!
Whoever refuses to be with God, must be with the devil (Ps. 81:12; Rom. 2:8; Acts 7:42). This is why the devil and his demons visit heaven to claim such souls and to brand their marks on them as a proof of their ownership. It's against this background that all who toy with sin must be soundly warned to repent or be handed over to the powers of darkness for destruction!
THE MYSTERIOUS ELEMENT
Besides the foregoing, there is still the element of mystery in the whole episode. In all we are discussing, we limit ourselves to only what is "revealed" to us in Scripture. Yet, for now, the revelation is only "in part." No matter one's height of spiritual insight into the mysteries of God he is still seeing and knowing only "in part."

■

■
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This is because as the apostle Paul put it, "For now (in this life) we see through a glass, darkly; but then (in eternity we shall see) face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known" (1 Cor. 13:12). Even within "the things revealed," as are being discussed herein, there are still "things hard to be understood" (2 Pet. 3:16; Heb. 5:11; John 6.60).
Admittedly, there are issues that centre around God's sovereignty. And we do not try to pry or peep into such issues. People who try it discover that at a point in that process, they get entangled with the spirit of error and heresy. To deliver such souls is very hard if not impossible most of the times.
The reason for that difficulty is that the people wilfully dabbled into presumptuous "inquiry" into the secrets of the fallen worlds, refusing to be contented with what God has revealed to us in the Bible. Most of the victims of occultism, mysticism and all the ancient and modern cults entered into the satanic net by breaking beyond the bounds of the Holy Scripture. Gradually, they thought they were tapping some "hidden knowledge" and before they knew it, they are already entangled to the point of no return.
To me, I know the Bible. Besides the Bible, 1 do not promise to have knowledge of anything else. I don't build on my dreams, visions or even my own human spirit. I don't trust my "knowledge" because I know nothing. I just hold Jesus. He is my unchangeable Guide (Heb. 13:8).
Even as a minister, I don't pose to have an answer to every question. Some questions will be answered in eternity. This is especially true of issues dealing with the sovereignty of God. For instance, I don't understand how God speaking to satan said, "...thou movedst me against him (against Job), to destroy him
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without a cause" (Job 2:3). Then you ask: How could satan move God, and moreso, moving Him to destroy His faithful servant? Who promises to understand this? I don't either! This is one of the things we shall know in eternity.
But for now, let's be content with what is revealed to us in Scripture, because "The secret things belong unto the Lord our God .."(Deut. 29:29).

9
"WHY DID GOD CREATE
'THE TREE OF THE KNOWLEDGE
OF GOOD AND EVIL'?"
TWO PECULIAR TREES IN THE GARDEN OF EDEN
"And the Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there he put the man whom he had formed. And out of the ground made the Lord God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil... And the Lord God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it. And the Lord commanded the man, saying, of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die" (Gen. 2:8-9. 15-17).
In this Scripture, two important trees are mentioned: "the tree of life", and "the tree of the knowledge of good arid evil."
May we now consider these two trees one by one.
"The Tree of Life"
As   the   above   Scripture shows. God placed this tree "in the midst of the garden."  Why was it called "the tree of life?"   It's
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because its fruits contained life-giving properties. As we can see, till after Adam's fall when two angels with swords guarded this tree, its fruits were never originally forbidden to Adam and Eve. And it is clear that Adam and Eve were not expelled from the garden because they ate of the tree of life. Rather, it was because they ate of the other "forbidden" tree.
And moreover, the expulsion of the couple had another reason, namely, "lest he (Adam) put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever (in that state of sin)" (Gen. 3:22). To avoid this danger, two cherubim, armed with flaming sword, guarded "the tree of life" (Gen. 3:24).
Remarkably, after the expulsion of the couple, "the tree of life" was identified with everlasting life itself, hence no man was to have access to it. That was "the tree of life" in the garden of Eden. In another place, the Scripture speaks of a group of trees evergreen everbearing and life-giving in that they produce both food and medicine. These wonderful trees are said to grow on either side of a river which itself gives life also (Ez. 31:1-12). "The tree of life" is still referred to in other places in Scripture. For instance, in Prov.3:18, wisdom is described as " the tree of life" - being a source of life to those who seek it. In Prov. 11:30, "the fruit of the righteous" is compared to it. In Prov. 3:12, this tree designates "desire", while in Prov. 15:4, it is compared to "a gentle tongue".
In the New Testament, however, reference to "the tree of life" is found only in the Book of Revelation.
Overcomers are promised to partake of this tree (Rev. 2:7). Here, the tree is said to be located "in the midst of the paradise of God."
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In chapter 22, we are given more details. Here, we are shown the throne of God in the New Jerusalem. From this throne proceeds a river of life on both sides of which is this "tree of life" said to be also everliving, everbearing, and providing both food and medicine for those living there. And it bears twelve kinds of fruits and that, every month. Its leaves are said to be "for the healing of the nations" (Rev.22:2).
People who do God's will are said to be blessed because that gives them "right to the tree of life..." (Rev.22:14). In each of these Revelation passages, a cosmic, spiritual meaning is attached to the tree of life. There is no "hidden meaning" attached to " the tree of life" than what is stated in Scripture. May we now proceed to consider the other tree.
"The Tree of The Knowledge of Good And Evil"
This was one of the two peculiar trees which God placed in the garden of Eden. Unlike "the tree of life", the fruits of this tree were from the beginning forbidden to Adam and Eve. Persuaded of the serpent, Eve first ate of this tree and later, Adam himself also Of the fruits of this tree, God had spoken to Adam: "...thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die " (Gen.2.17).
When the serpent approached Eve, he did not use entirely different words from those spoken earlier by God. God had said that the consequence of eating of that tree was, thou shalt surely die. " But what was the serpent's assurance to Eve? He said, "Ye shall not surely die" (Gen.3:4). Now, "thou shalt surely die, " and "Ye shall not surely die" are just the same words, except one word added by satan. That is the word, "not"
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Right in this one word, the gall of the serpent was cunningly hidden. There he put the poison that later sent humanity reeling to and fro, and staggering like a drunkard till now. As Eve lifted her hand and plucked that fruit, she seemed bold and daring. Look at the fateful fruit now in her rebellious hand! That was the fruit which, in her own assessment, was pleasant to the eyes, good for food, and which should be sought after to make one wise (Gen. 3:6).
By believing that one lie of satan, Eve destined humanity to the woes and agonies under which it is still groaning. Think of all the sorrows, pains, sicknesses, bloodsheds, pangs, agonies, woes, calamities, tortures, death, fears, poverty, injustice, inhumanities, and all the disasters and adversities in this would, from Adam to the "White Throne Judgement." These are some of the effects of that 'poison" contained in that one fruit which Eve plucked in disobedience. But she scarcely knew anything of the chaos and wreckages from which the remains of humanity was yet to be recovered.
When sinners contravene the Word of the Almighty God, they think they are being "'civilized" and "modern." But they (like the old Eve) scarcely know anything about the angry, raging flames of the Eternal fire which will throughout eternity tell their story after their earthly lives.
If Eve had ever known the extent of damage to be done by her sin, I know she would have not proceeded. And if all the sinners in this wide world would know what is awaiting them at the other side of life, they would fall down right now with tears of total repentance! But O' they don't know! Something is obviously wrong.  He who ruined Adam and Eve wants to wreck
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their own souls also. And except they quickly recover themselves from his snare, he will succeed.
As to the serpent himself, "lie" was his major weapon in ruining the couple. He had told them that they would be like "the gods" (Hebrew, "Elohim" translated either "God" or gods but in this case refers to God Himself as in Gen. 1:1). So, satan told Eve she would become God by eating the fruit. And you know, Eve wanted to become God, so that she could command and rule this universe. Isn't that great? But to prove that the devil is a liar, Mrs Adam ended up being nobody, except that she became a curse to humanity.
How can a creature become the Creator? A mortal lie! Nothing makes a creature to be the Creator. God is God and creatures are creatures. Satan is a liar from the beginning. In fact, as Jesus revealed, satan is not only a liar but also a murderer (John 8:44; 10:10). How true Jesus is! See how satan stole the dominion given to Adam and Eve, and then murdered them! The couple now came to discover the lies of satan. The fruit neither made them wise nor satisfied their hunger. By the same power of falsehood, satan holds the whole world to ransom! The fact that satan actually murdered the couple is clear. Though they didn't die on the spot, death followed gradually.
And you know that the major characteristic of death is separation Adam and Eve thus became separated from God and from the fellowship and communion they had enjoyed with God. In return, they earned guilt, fear, shame, judgement, condemnation and finally, expulsion from God's blessed presence.
And this same fate awaits all men found outside Jesus. Though they do not believe it now, they will practically experience it. except they repent.
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THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE TWO TREES
There is a difference between these two trees. The tree of life was in the middle of the garden unlike the other tree. As the Scripture shows, "the tree of life" was never originally forbidden to Adam and Eve till after the fall. The tree of the knowledge of good and evil was the one forbidden to them (Gen.2:17).
In the order of importance, it's clear that "the tree of life" comes first. God seems to cherish this tree far more than that of "Good and evil". How does one know this? After the couple's fall, God deployed two angels with flaming sword to protect "the tree of life" from the approach of any man. But this was not done about "the tree of the knowledge of good and evil," proving that "the tree of life" is more important to Him.
What made that tree more important? It's perhaps because it gives life, unlike the other which could only kill Adam and Eve. In other words, the importance of the tree of life lies in the fact that it had life in it unlike the other.
Before their Fall, the couple had access to "the tree of life," and possibly had been eating from it as from any other tree in the garden not forbidden to them. The reason God deployed angels to guard "the tree of life" was only because sin had now entered in man's life. But if Adam and Eve had not fallen, they would have equally continued to approach and eat from it.
Remarkably, the temptation centred around "the tree of the knowledge of good and evil." Why? It is because it was the tree which God mentioned in His command to Adam (Gen.2:17).
In that command, "the tree of life" was not mentioned. And since it is probable that Adam and Eve had been freely eating from "the tree of life" before their fall, satan could not tempt them with what they were already doing. That would be like just telling
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someone. "Look? don't breathe, else you will die." The command makes no sense because the person knows he has been breathing and has not died for breathing. So, all the foregoing are the facts which make the difference between the two trees!
BUT WHY DID GOD CREATE THAT TREE OF GOOD AND EVIL?
Charges, accusations and counter-accusations have been heaped on God over the millennia as to why He created this "controversial tree".
Some people say that God conspired with satan to bring the temptation to Adam and Eve. Some say God just permitted satan to lure man into sin. Some say that God alone is responsible for the fall of man. Some say it is God's will that sin should be in this world, hence He placed that tree at the reach of the couple.
Some say that "the so-called sin of Adam and Eve was not what is stated in the Hible", but that "it must have been a sex sin -they must have had a sexual intercourse."
Others say that the story of the temptation and the fall is a mere legend - a good fable aimed at teaching us some moral lessons, etc. etc. Well, I've no room here to reproduce all that people say about this subject.
However, it is foolish trying to defend God. God defends Himself. He is like a lion (Isa.31:4; Rev. 5:5). Whoever insists on defending a lion should do only one thing: let him just open the door for the lion. Leave the door wide open and let whoever has anything against the lion go in and settle it with him. I wouldn't go to help both of them. That's how my God is!
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All the baseless queries and charges of mortal men against the Almighty will mean nothing on the Day Jehovah will answer for Himself. Surely, He will speak for Himself as He has promised (Jude 14-15). And where will sinful questfi&iers stand with their charges when God will appear? All their questions narrow down to this one: "Why did God create 'the tree of the knowledge of good and evil?" Certainly, rebellion and false accusation do underlie this question. However, man's attempt to try to charge God with evil is as old as Adam himself.
When Adam disobeyed God and fell, God asked him why.
He straightly held God responsible for his sin - "The woman whom thon gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat" (Gen.3:12). Adam was saying that he would have not eaten of the tree if God had not given him the woman to be with him. Therefore, that God was responsible! Thus, Adam raised his hands in self-justification, swam out of the chaos he created and boldly heaped the blame on God. That was the first human creature on our earth.
I'm not surprised, then, that the children of that Adam do the same thing in every generation. They want to charge God with sin. They seek to prove God a sinner!
The Answer
Coming to the question of why God created the tree of the « knowledge of good and evil, there is an answer. God says that it was Himself who placed that tree in the garden of Eden. It wasn't the devil. Then why? The reason why God created that tree is the same reason why He has created Hell Fire! And that is the same reason why He has kept a Day of Judgement.

" Why Did God Create the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil'?"       
That tree is not the only fearful thing God has created. There are several "uncomfortable things' God created in this universe. After creating them. He gave them a command not to harm man unless man rebelled against Him. Any time any of them harms man, it is an indication that man has abandoned God to go his own stubborn way. And whoever transgresses against God merits any degree of "woe" he meets on the way and God cannot be held responsible.
How on earth should we blame God for creating that tree? Was that tree pursuing Adam and Eve? Was that tree occupying where Adam and Eve should dwell? Did that tree prevent them from eating the fruits of all the other trees in the garden? Did the fruits of that tree invite Adam and Eve to come and eat them? Didn't God earlier warn them not to eat of that tree? Or did God secretly place the tree there and refused to warn them against eating its fruits?
If God did not warn them, then there would have been a skeleton in His cupboard. But if God strongly warned them and they wilfully disobeyed His warning, who is to blame? Do we blame God or the rebellious couple? Where is God's sin here? The creation of that tree was not bad in any way. The nature of that tree is not our concern. That was no problem. The problem was that Adam and Eve disobeyed God's command. That was the sin! That tree was simply a mere object of testing the couple. And God tests every body, including the angles. Testing in itself is not temptation, hence God doesn't tempt anybody (Jas. 1:13-16).
It is senseless blaming God for creating that tree. The tree and the-garden in which it was placed were both God's own. God owns Adam.   God owns Eve.   God owns the tree in question.

God owns the garden in which it was placed. God owns everything in heaven and on earth!
A man kept heaps of broken bottles at the back of his house. Then in bold letters he wrote on a cardboard: "Danger, broken bottles; keep off' The house, the premises, the broken bottles -everything there belongs to the man. The written cardboard is enough proof that he didn't want those broken bottles to harm any one. He believed that all who could read his warning must avoid every possible danger. But whoever spurns the clear warning and finds his way to those broken bottles surely has himself alone to blame. The Almighty God owns both heaven and earth (Ps. 24:1). He can keep anything anywhere.
He can store up brimstones in His armoury in heaven against the day of trouble (Job 38:22-23; Ps. 18:12-15; Isa. 28:2, 17; 30:30: Ez. 13:13). We cannot ask Him why? Should we? He has created Hell Fire for the devil, demons and all incorrigible sinners (Mt. 10:28; 13:42, 50; 18:8; Lk. 12:5; Rev; 21:8). Do we blame Him for that? Has he not warned all men against qualifying themselves for that eternal Fire? Yet billions will spend eternity in Hell. What then should we say! Who is to blame? Is it the God who has warned men against Hell Fire, or sinners who break all bounds and earn Hell fire by merit?
Is the wages of sin not death? He who digs a pit must fall into it. And "who breaketh an hedge, a serpent (the due punishment for his sin) shall bite him" (Eccl. 10:8).
The Warning
The punishment of Adam and his posterity was only the natural result of his sin of disobedience.    Adam committed that sin.

"Why Did God Create the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil'?"       
Whenever somebody commits sin, we shouldn't blame God because He doesn't make people to commit sin. We shouldn't blame sin itself because sin does not commit itself. We should not blame circumstances because they, only suggest but do not compel anyone to commit sin. But we should unreservedly blame the sinner because he decided, yielded and committed the sin.
For instance, we do not blame our government for building prisons, or the Law Courts for condemning criminals. But we blame the law-breakers for doing whatever leads them to either the courts or the prisons. If nobody committed a crime the courts and the prisons would be altogether empty. But now instead of being empty, they are over-congested as a result of the overflowing iniquities of men! Then who is to blame? Those criminals or God? or do we go back to blame the good government which builds the courts and prisons to check crimes?
When God tells us something, we need to do it. His Word is immortal. His laws are like landmarks - don't try to remove them (Deut. 19:14,27:17; Job 24:2; Prov. 22:28; 23:10). Don't break the hedge, else the serpent will bite you. And when it bites you, don't blame the Maker of the serpent but the breaker of the hedge, because he invited the serpent who simply did his work! Get it right here; Whether as a nation or an individual. God doesn't destroy without a preliminary warning. And that warning is the proof that He doesn't want any soul to perish.
Don't go the same way Adam and Eve went. If you do, you will reap the same harvest, for God is no respecter of anybody. Something worse than the tree of the knowledge of good and evil is now placed in front of the whole earth. Will you escape it? That coming Day will tell us!
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OUR ATTITUDE TOWARDS SATAN
Much seems to have beer; said about the devil. We have considered the reality of his existence, origin, activities, kingdom, power, etc. We have seen that the whole unbelieving world lies trapped in his delusive web. We know he is now here in this world with us but not in the believers.
But what should be the believers' attitude toward this diabolical person?
WE HAVE NO EXCUSE TO BE DECEIVED
Those who are born again, who have Christ's Life in them - have no excuse whatsoever to be deceived by the devil. We are no longer in darkness but in the light (John 8:12; 1 Thess.5:4-8). The devil walks to and fro, and up and down in the earth (Job 1:7; 2:2; 1 Pet. 5:8). So he can come to us at any time. We are to be sober; and watchful. Don't be taken unawares (1 Pet. 5:8-9; Col. 4:2; Rev. 3:2).
Satan came to Jesus and tempted Him (Mt. 4:1-1,1). But thank God, Jesus scored a decisive victoiy over him. The Lord had asserted: "... the prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me" (John 14:30; Luke 4:13). There was no sin in Jesus. So satan had no basis for accusing Him and getting His soul!
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Has the devil anything in you? If yes, you should expect him to make claim when he comes.
God has given us all the weapon we need to withstand the devil. We have all the enlightenment we need for this encounter. The heathen and all the lost, can be deceived but not the believers. All the sinners in this world are in satan's hands (1 John 5:19).
They are wilfully deluded or blinded by him (2 Cor. 3:14; 4:3-4; Rom. 11:7). They are his children who work for, and with him (John 8:44; Mt. 13:38; Act. 13:10; Eph. 2:1-3; 1 John 3:10).
But the saints are of God (1 John 4:6; 3:19; 5:19). We can only be deceived if we want to be deceived but not that we are ignorant. We should not yield to satanic deceptions because we are not in darkness concerning satan's devices (2 Cor.2:l 1; 1 Cor. 7-5; 1 Thess. 3:5: Eph. 4:27; 6:11).
EXERCISE YOUR AUTHORITY OVER SATAN
Are you born of God through Jesus Christ? Then, you are a victor! You have authority over the devil. Our authority over the devil is both "positional" and experiential "By our position in Christ as sons of God," we have authority over the devil (1 John 4:4; 2:13; 5:4-5; Rom. 8:31). Then by our Christian experience -in our day-to-day living, satan experiences defeats from us because we are exalted with the victorious Christ, to bruise the devil under our feet (Rom. 16:20; John 16:11; Rev. 12:9).
Whenever any child of God suffers a defeat, it is primarily due to his own carelessness or perhaps, ignorance (Hos. 4:6). Such ignorance cannot be excused.
Jesus has already conquered the devil and stripped him of his power over us. Delivering this power into our hands He had declared: "Behold. I give unto you power to tread on serpents
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and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy (the devil): and nothing shall by any means hurt you" (Lk. 10:19; Mk. 16.18).
1 say it again, positionally, I am far greater than the devil. And experientially, I prove him a victim in the face of the divine weapon at my disposal. I' ve authority over him. And because of Jesus, the devil is afraid of me, and he should! Often, it seems that the devil himself knows the devastating power of our Gospel better than many Christians do. This is pitiable! The Word of God makes it clear that "the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds, casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ" (2 Cor. 10:4-5)
TAKE YOUR GROUND
If you have been born again, you are a soldier of Jesus Christ. Mere fighting does not necessarily make one a soldier. But one fights because he is a soldier. And you cannot fight without having an enemy. You can't have an enemy and fail to take your ground.
It is evident that there is warfare somewhere (Eph. 6.10-18). In this Scripture, God shows the believer the defensive weapon provided for the various important parts of his body while fighting. But notice carefully that there is no one weapon provided for the believer's back - his back is open\ Why? The reason is that whenever he turns his back to his enemy, i.e. if he quits, if he stops fighting or surrenders, then his open back must be greeted with a shower of arrows and darts from his enemies. In other words, the believer is only safe as long as he continues
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fighting the battle of faith. He shouldn't accept defeat. He shouldn't give up no matter what. Even when it appears there's no hope, he should against hope believe in hope!
Let me give you this assurance: whatever the so-called power of the devil; whatever his wisdom, and whoever he might be, he is still under the feet of the least child of God! The problem is that many believers don't even know this startling truth. But whether they know it or not, the truth never changes. The presence of Jesus in the believer makes him far more superior to the devil.
It is regrettable that the influx of infidels into religious circles has created evident ambiguity in the exact meaning of the word, Christian. If all who profess Christianity were truly Christians, what a little heaven our earth would have been! But the problem is that there are wolves in sheep's clothing.
Otherwise, all who bear the name "Christian" would have automatically known their authority over satan. There would have been no need for a sermon to convince "Christians" that they are superior to the devil because of Jesus in them. But now, the "tares" and the "wheat" are growing together because the enemy sowed the tares "while men slept" (Mt. 13:25).
Nevertheless, be strong in the Lord if you have been born of Him. Victory is yours! Put on the whole armour of God. Give no place to the devil Resist him and he must flee from you (Jas. 4:7; 1 Pet. 5:8-9). Use the "sword of the spirit" against the devil (Eph. 6:17; Mt. 4:1-11; 1 John 2:14). Overcome him with the Blood of the Lamb and with your constant testimony (Rev, 12:11). Prevail over him, using the Name of Jesus Christ (Eph. 1:19-22; 2:6; 2 Cor. 2:15; Phil. 2:9-11). Be filled with the Holy Ghost and with power!
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Then, by the anointing, go on and conquer. Don't have mercy on demons - rebuke and command them and they must obey you. You can bind or loose. Take dominion over the power of darkness. I say, decree a thing and have it established!

11
SATAN'S FINAL STRUGGLE AND DOOM
All the way from heaven, the devil has crashed his way through to this point. He has turned the world upside down. He has wrecked all nations! Because of him, billions of souls will spend eternity in the Lake of Fire. What an evil figure! Here among men, the testimony is the same. Tears have flown. Hearts have broken. Souls are pierced. Homes are wrecked. Lives are made sour and joy is lost.
One would think that by now the devil should be satisfied. But have you known that he is yet to do his worst? Before his doom, he will shake our world one more time. He is burdened with a vision - he wants to wreck the earth! He would spare no chance. He would stop at nothing. He wouldn't accept discouragement. He wouldn't listen; no, not to God Himself. He is hardened. With gnashed teeth, he doesn!t look back. He is sworn to do harm. And in all this, his worst enemy is the Church of Jesus Christ. His foes are the saints of God. He is all out for them. He is now set for his final controversy.
HIS FINAL STRUGGLE
The church is eagerly expecting the appearing of Jesus in the air to take her home (Phil 3.20-21; 1 Thess. 1:10).  This momentous
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event, like a door, will open into the last seven years of this Age -"Daniel's 70th Week," or "The Tribulation" (Dan. 12:1; Mt. 24-21; Rev. 2:22; 7:14). Besides satan's present atrocities, the coming Great Tribulation will witness his unparalleled antagonism against man, especially the Jews at that time.
The devil-incarnate - the devil-man or antichrist, will be enthroned, having been globally accepted as the world's long expected "messiah".
The true Messiah (Jesus Christ) came, the world rejected Him (John 3:11, 32; 12.37). They exclaimed with one voice: "Away with Him; crucify Him! crucify Him!!" But when the "man of sin" - the devil-incarnate, will come with flattering lips, the world will receive him to its own damnation (John 5:43; Mt. 24:5, 11, 24). On arrival, the devil (through his incarnate man, the antichrist) will promise the world peace, signing a Peace Pact with Israel.But that will be a false hope for peace as it is written: "For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape" (1 Thess. 5:3).
Can this earth know true peace without "the prince of Peace"? (Isa, 9:6). This earth said "Away with peace" when it said "Away with Jesus." And in vain does it seek peace until that Source of peace would descend from heaven with power to install peace among men.
But before all this, God must punish the earth for a season. The Tribulation will be the climax of that punishment. It will be a time of wrath from His presence (Isa. 13:6-9).
But as the Scriptures reveal, all the believers of this Church Age will have been snatched away to heaven before this horror. We will be delivered from that wrath (1 Thess. l:10;5:9; Rom.
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2:5, 8; 5:9). After the first half of the seven-year Tribulation Period, the antichrist will break his peace covenant with the Jews. Then in his true colour, he comes out with a programme of strange persecution and even martyrdom against the Jews and all who refuse to accept his Number, 666 (Rev. 13:15-18). All men who accept his system will be branded with his mark on their foreheads or on their right hands (Rev. 13:16; 14:9).
Thousands of Jewish converts who would repent during this period will lose their lives because they refused the hellish mark (Rev. 12:17, 15). One must either have that mark and the name of the beast, or the number (666) of his name (Rev. 13:17). Receiving the mark of the Beast is somewhat associated with idolatry, hence all who will do, will be heavily visited with divine retribution (Rev. 14:9-11). One wouldn't understand the events of the Tribulation until he has carefully read through Rev. 4-19.
THE DEVIL AND THE "ARMAGEDDON" WAR
At the end of these fateful seven years, Jesus Christ shall be descending from heaven with the church whom he had raptured earlier. However, His landing will be fiercely resisted by the world's army headed by this Man of Sin - the antichrist. This event will occur "immediately after the Tribulation of those days" (Mt.24:29-31; 25:32-46; Rev. 19:11-21). This war precedes the 1,000 years of Christ's earthly reign (Rev. 20:1-10; 19:11-21).
The antichrist himself will have first subdued the 10 Kingdoms to himself, including Russia and Germany, mobilizing the nations of the world at Armageddon - all aimed at wiping out the Jews and killing Christ (Ez. 38 and 39; Dan. 11:44; Zech. 14:1-5). On the other hand, Jesus Himself heads the armies of heaven in that battle (Isa. 63:1-6; Joel 3; Zech. 14:1-5; 2 Thess
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1:7; Jude 14). And this must have been after the Marriage Supper of Christ with His Church (Rev. 19:1-21). Jerusalem will be surrounded by her enemies to spoil her (Zech. 14:1-14; Isa. 54:15-17; Rev. 19:19-21).
Before this event, the first Resurrection will have taken place (Rev. 19:19-21; 20:1-6).
The Jews will have been preserved in the wilderness of Edom three and a half years (Rev. 11:1-3; 12:6;13:5), and will have been finally gathered from all nations (Isa. 11:10-12; Ez. 37; Mt. 24.29-31). This will be at the end of Daniel's 70th Week (Dan. 9:24-27; Rev. 11:1-3; 12;6; 13:5) and you know, this will be tht beginning of "the day of the Lord" (Rev. 19:11-21; 20:1-7; 1 Thess. 2:1-12). The two witnesses of God will have completed their dynamic ministry (Rev. 11:1-14). The Seal, Trumpet and vial judgements will have run their full courses (Rev. 16:17-21; 19:1-21).
This will be happening a thousand years before the New heavens and the New earth come to stay (Rev. 19:11-21; 20:1-10; 21:1).
Before and during this time, situations on our earth will have been (or perhaps worse than) as they were in the days of Noah and Lot (Mt.24:37-39; Lk. 17:22-37; 1 Tim. 4:l-7;2Tim. 3:1-12; 4:1-5; 2 Pet. 3.1-6).
These catastrophes will mark the end of this Age of Grace (Mt. 13:20-50; 24:29-31; 25:31-46; Acts 15:13-20; Rev.l9:ll-21).
THE SPOT OF THE "ARMAGEDDON" BATTLE
This mightiest of all wars will be fought in the Valley of Megiddo.  "Armageddon" is a Greek word, from a Hebrew word
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which means Mount of Megiddo" - a word found only in Rev 16:16. Armageddon is the final battleground between the powers of Light and Darkness. Right at the foot of Mount Megiddo were the plain of Esdraelon and the valley of Jezreel.
From the ancient times, the valley of Megiddo has undoubtedly witnessed more bloodshed than any other spot on this earth even till recent times. This valley, therefore, becomes the most appropriate place for the future horrible collision of all times, pictured in Rev. 16:12-16. It is a war ground.
For instance, it was in this valley that Gideon defeated the Midianites (Judges 6:33); Ahaziah was killed there after he had fled (2 Kgs. 9:27); Deborah and Barak sang their victory song there (Judges 5:19-20). The Philistines killed king Saul and his sons there (1 Sam. 31; 2 Sam. 4:4); and there also king Josiah was killed with Pharaoh-nechoh (2 Kgs. 23.29-30).
Furthermore, secular history is not silent about this valley of Megiddo. Several military Generals have fought here. The noble lord of Egypt, Rameses II (1350 B.C.) fought there. Nebuchadnezzar (606 B.C.) fought there. General Thothmes III (1500 B.C.) fought there. Sennacherib (710 B.C.) fought there. The satanic Antiochus Epiphanies (168 B.C.) fought there.
From New Testament times, General Titus (70 AD.) fought there. The Persian king Khosru (614 AD.) fought there. Omar (637 AD.) fought there. Under St. Louis of France, the Crusaders (909 AD.) fought there. In 1187 A.D., Saladin conquered "Richard the Lion-hearted." In 1616 A.D., the Ottoman forces fought there. God Himself has before crushed satan's forces there. Remember that Gilboa, Tabor and Carmel are three famous mountains overlooking this controversial valley. On one of these mountains - Mount Carmel, God through His
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servant, Elijah, had answered by fire to the shame of both Jezebel, Ahab and their Baal prophets ( 1 Kgs. 18:17-40).
And one more time, the cloud is already dark for the bloodiest of all military encounters ever seen since the world began. And that is the "Battle of Armageddon!"
FIGHTERS IN THE "ARMAGEDDON" BATTLE
This battle will not be an ordinary conflict between two sets of earthly armies. Rather, it will be a battle between two opposing, supernatural forces - heavenly armies plus earthly Jews, headed by Christ (Rev. 19:11-21; 2 Thess. 1:7 - 10; Zech 14:5; Jude 14) on the one hand, and satan's angels, demons and the armies of the nations of the earth headed by the devil through his antichrist (Rev. 12:7-12; 20:1-3; 16:13-16; Dan. 2:44-45; Dan. 7:19-27; Ez. 38-39; Zech. 14:1-5; Rev. 19:19-21) on the other hand.
From here, it is clear that this battle is not a natural war because there is no indication that the nations will gather against their fellow nations. Rather, the nations are gathered together against the Lord Jesus Christ, as the Psalmist had predicted (Ps 2:1-5). The scripture states concerning this: "And I saw the beast (the antichrist) and the kings of the earth and their armies, assembled to make war against Him who sat upon the horse (Christ), and against his army" (Rev. 19:19).
The Battle of Armageddon will not be long at all. What is the power of satan when pitted against the mighty power of the King of kings and Lord of lords?" (Rev. 19:16). That most horrible of all battles lasts only one day (Zech. 14:1-7) for, descending in power and great glory, Jesus will slaughter that horde or flood of satan's soldiers.
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The Bible describes the Lord's descent thus: 'And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war. His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself. And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood, and his name is called. The Word of God. And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations. And he shall rule them with a rod of iron. And he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God" (Rev. 19:11-15). And the apostle Paul somewhere speaks of this event still (2Thess. 1:7-10?
THE DESTRUCTION OF THE ANTICHRIST
The end comes for this "Man of sin" and "son of perdition." After his three and a half cruel years of ruthless dictatorship during which he will have ruined and enslaved millions of souls, the antichrist himself and "the False Prophet" will be destroyed by the Lord Jesus Christ (Rev.  19:20-21)!
These two personalities will have been slain in the Armageddon Battle proper (Dan. 7:11; Isa; 11:4; 2 Thess. 2:8-9). They are thereafter resurrected along with the "goat nations" (Mt. 25:31-46), forming the first phase of "the Second Resurrection" before the Millennium.
Thus, the antichrist with the False Prophet, meets his destruction as both are cast alive into the eternal Lake of Fire, one thousand years in advance of satan himself (Rev. 19:20-21: 20:10).
[image: ]
'
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THE DESTRUCTION OF SATAN'S WORLD ARMIES
The doom comes for the armies of the world under the command ofsatan through the Beast (Rev. 19:19,21; 16:13,14,16;17:12-15; Ez. 38:4-16; Zech. 14:1-7; Mt. 24:40-42). By what weapon will Christ accomplish their destruction? With hailstones weighing "a talent," i.e. about 114 pounds, raining down from heaven upon satan's troops (Rev. 16:21). With blood and pestilences (Ex. 38:22). With the brightness of Christ's coming (11 Thess. 2:8-9). With thunderstrokes and cloudburst (Ez. 38:22). With fire and brimstones (Ez. 38:22). With Israel's own army (Zech. 14:13). With the sword proceeding out of Christ's very mouth (Rev. 19:15,21; 1:16; 2:12; Isa. 11:4).
Already, the scriptures picture Christ against that day as wearing clothes "dipped in blood" which is a graphic description of His victorious slaughter of satan's world armies (Rev. 19:13; Ps 58:10).
There will be heaps of human bodies slain. In fact, corpses will form little hills, besides corpses that spread and cover the whole land in that Day! Confirming this fact, the Scripture states that the blood flowing out of the heaps of dead bodies, will be as high as the "horses bridles" (about 4 feet), and as long as "one thousand and six hundred furlongs" i.e. between 185 and 200 miles. (Rev. 14:20). What a river of human blood! And what a horrible carnage!
The Bible speaks quite loudly about this impending collision - the ghastliest, bloody encounter ever had on our earth (Rev. 19:19-21; 14:18-20; 16:13-16; Ez. 38:17-21; 39:17-21).
Not only will the garments of Christ be made reddish by reason of His enemies' stream of blood, but His saints will have to rejoice and walk in those pools of the blood of the millions slain
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in that battle (Ps. 58:10-11; Rev. 19.13-14; Ps. 68:17; Jude 14-15; Rev. 19:21).
SATAN BOUND AND IMPRISONED FOR 1,000 YEARS The author of sin nears his doom. He has deceived and led astray one-third of all of God's angels (Rev. 12:4).   He has shaken, enslaved and wrecked the whole earth (Isa. 14:12-17; John 8:44; 10:10; 1 John 5:19).
By lying, he gathers the "World Powers" together, took all their armies, and led them into the Armageddon battle from which none of them returned (Rev. 14:20; 19:19-21) except "the sixth part" (Ez. 39:2).
Now having crushed his armies to death, the glorious Christ and His armies come to land. Descending from heaven, the feet of Jesus will first rest on Mount Olives (Zech. 14:4), because it was from that same spot he ascended to heaven forty days after His resurrection (Acts 1:3, 9-12). From there, He and all the hosts with Him will walk down to Jerusalem - "the city of the great king" (Mt. 5:35).
Arriving in Jerusalem, Jesus will inaugurate the 1,000 years reign. But before inaugurating His 1,000 years earthly reign, there is something Jesus will do first. What is it? He will command an ordinary angel of a junior rank to lay hands on the devil, bind him with a strong chain, put him into the bottomless pit, shut him up and set a seal upon him to be quiet there for one thousand years (Rev. 20:1-3; Isa. 24:21-23; 25:7).
The absence of the devil from the earth at that time will make the Millennium Kingdom of Christ the Utopia which man had yearned for but never found.   Because satan is bound, the
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bliss of that time will be truly unspeakable (Ez. 40-48; Isa. 65:17-25;Zech. 14:8, 16-21).

To the children of God, what is more thrilling about the forthcoming  Millennium Kingdom? It is the fact that they will reign as kings and priests with Christ in that glorious Kingdom! (Rev. 5:9-14; 1:5-7; 20:6).
SATAN'S LAST REVOLT AND DOOM
At the end of the Millennium, satan will be released from the Bottomless pit (Rev.20:7). Then he will move out totally angered. Where is he going? Has he repented? Has he been born again? God forbid!
One more time, he runs the full length and width of the earth, campaigning for supporters for his last revolt against the Kingdom of God His target will be Christ and all with Him in that Millennium Kingdom.

There will be millions who had, out of fear, submitted their flesh (but not their hearts) to Christ's Millennium rulership. Now they hear "good news." What was the news? That their master is out of his prison to stage a final war aimed at liberating them from Christ's dominion. What a jubilant news to those rebels! Quickly, therefore, they all rebel openly against Christ, surrender themselves to their master, satan, and immediately another great army is formed.

Like a flood, this army covers the whole land and surrounds Jerusalem - "the holy city" being the Millennium Headquarters. What is satan "s attempt there? To get rid of Christ and His saints. Therefore he spreads his army, "the number of whom is as the sand of the sea" (Rev. 20:8). Having thus encompassed "the camp of the saints," i.e. Jerusalem, a devouring fire descends

Satan's Final Struggle and Doom	
from God out of heaven, and consumes them (Rev. 20:9; 2 Pet. 3:7-13; Heb.l:10-12; 12:25-28; Rom:16:20). Yes, the hosts of satan surrounding Jerusalem that day shall be punished with "flaming fire" from the presence of God Almighty (2 Thess. 1:7-10).
Thus having lost his armies, what happens to satan himself? Then Jesus commands that angel who had cast the Beast and the False Prophet into the Lake of Fire, to do the same thing to satan himself. And accordingly, the devil - that diabolical creature making the whole earth like wilderness since almost 6,000 years now, will be finally apprehended and cast alive into the Lake of Fire burning with brimstones. There, satan will be tormented for all eternity (Rev. 20:10).

After the final phase of the Second Resurrection following the White Throne Judgement, all categories of fallen angels (some nov bound in Tartarus (2 Pet.2:4; Jude 6), all demons and all unregenerate men, will meet their father, satan, in the eternal Lake of Fire (Mt. 25:41, 46; 5:22, 29-30; 10:28; 23:15, 33; 18:8-9; Mk.9:43-47; Lk. 12:5; John 8:21, 24; Rev. 14:11; 19:20; 20:10, 14-15; 21:8).

The devil himself is now aware of his destiny hence he works relentlessly to exhaust his programme (Rev. 12:12). And all the fallen angels and demons are not ignorant of it either (Mt. 8:28-29). Here in verse 29, take note of the phrase, "before the time.'" Before which time? Remember that it was demons that made this statement. They know their appointed time. They know their corporate destiny (Rev. 20:10).


Aware of the brevity of the time at his disposal, the devil stops at nothing to duplicate atrocities and complicate life among men.  He wouldn't like to be in Hell all alone.  He wants billions
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to be there with him. Therefore, he walks to and fro, and up and down in the earth, looking for followers.

Watch out! He'll soon come to you. Mark him. Resist him and overcome him! Be strong and prevail!!
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